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Reasonable Efforts to
Preserve or Reunify

Families and Achieve

Permanency for
Children: Summary
ol State Laws

Reasonable efforts refer to activities of State sacial
services agenacies that aim to provide the assistance
and services needed Lo

preserve and reunify
lamilies.

Laws i all Stales, the Disirict of Columbia, Guam,

and Pueno Rico require the provision ol services
that will help families remedy the condilions that
brought the child and lamily into the ¢hild welfare
systam. The statutes in most States, however, use

a broad definition of what constitutes reasonable
cflorts. Ganerally, these efforts consist of accessible,
available, and culturally apprepriate services that
are designed to improve the capacity of families to
provide sale and stable homes for their children.
These services may include farmnily therapy, parenting
classes, drug and alcohol abuse treatrment, respite
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care, parent support groups, and home visiting programs. Some
commonly used lermms associated with reasonable ellar
“lamily reunification,” “family preservation,”
and "preventive services. "

Ls inclucle
"'{'amily sueppor,”

- Federal law has long required State agencies to demonstrate
When that reasonable efforls have been made to provide assistance
i TNeaco: e and services 1o prevent the removal of a chiid from his o her
. HCasonabie home and to make it possible for 2 child who has been placed in
Hiforts Are out-of-home care to be reunited with his or her Farnily #
RCq uired I many Slates, the s1:,a"tul¢5 alsw rc—:qu:r(—_" t'ngt wl'mgn a courl
. determines that reunification of the lamily is not in the best
interests of the child, eforts be made 1o tinalize another
permanent placement (or the child. Under the Adopuon and
bale Farnilies Act of 1997 (ASFA), while reasaonable eforts 1o
preserve and reunify families are still required, the child's haalth
and safety constitule the pararnount concern in determining the
extent to which reasonable efods should be made
T Under the provisions of ASFA, reasonable efforts o preserve
 When or reunify the family are not required when the court has
My determined any of the following:
. Reasonable - _
——— e 0 The parent subjected the child to aggravated croumstances
LEEfou LS Are NOT as defined by State law. The definition of aggravaied
i 'R(_\ q'l 11 -[-(_\d circumslances may include, but is not limited Lo,
e TR abandonment, torture, chronic abuse, and sexual abuse.
* The parent committed murder of anather child ol the parent.
* The parent commitied volunlary manslaughier of another
child of the parent.
L

The parent aided or abetted, attempied, conspired,
or solicited to commit such a murder or such volun tary
manslaughter.

' Services ro e provided to the child and Farnily ane specilied in a case plan. For more
intarrmation on the case planning process, see lnlormaiion Giateway’s Case Plarnung o
Families Involvad Witk Child Welfare Agencies al wewe childwelioes oovisysierowacef
laws__policie'a/s,latules/casr:-.plann‘.ng_dm

Baginning with 1he Adaption Assistance and Child Wellne Act ol Vu0 g2, Y21

States must carnply with the requirements eullined in ASEA as a condition o eceiving
certain Federal hangls,

his malerial may be freely
Inlormatan Gaieway. Avail

reproduced and distrilyaee]. Howegver, when doing sa, please rredit Chilel Wellgie
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This
Infarm,

* The parent committed a felony assault that resulls in serious
bodily injury 1o the child or another child of the Parent.

The parental rights of the parentio 2 sibling of the child were
terminated involuntarily.
In all States, the District of Columtyia, and

verto Rico,
reasonable

efforts are not required under these circurmskances.
In addition, several States and Puerto Rico Provic
more additional grounds
following are exarnple

le one or
for not making reasonable efforis. The
s of these additional grounds:

* The parent abandoned the child (28 States and Puerto Rico)

« The parent abandoned an infant (ning Srates).®

* The parent was convicted of murder or voluntary
manslaughter of the childs other parent (12 S1a res) @

» The child was rermoved from the home previously due
to abuse or neglect and was removed again due to a
subsequent incident of abuse or neglect (nine States and
Fuerta Rico)”

* The parent was convicted of a sexual oflense that resulted in
the child's conception (three States)

* The parent failed to camply with the terms of a reunification
plan (six States and Puerto Rica) ¥

* The parent has been incarcerated for a substantial term in
relation to the child's age, and there is no suitable relative Lo
care for the child (seven States)

-

The parent suffers from a mental Mness of such duration or

severity that there is little likelihood that the parent will be
Y I

Califeraia, Connecticul, Delaware, lowa, Maine, Massaclhuselis
Monana, Nelbiaska, Negvada, New

Ohig, Cregon, Pennsylv

. Mlchiga-'u Mistissipai,

Hampshire, New Jersey, Narth Caraling, Modh Dakala,

ania, South Caroling, South Dakola, Tennessee,

Vermonl, Virginia, Wesl Virginia, Wisconsim, Wyoining, and I?
Arkansas, Hawaii, Incliang, Mirnesoia, Nevads,

ancl Wisronsin,

A

Terxas, Whak,
verto Higo,

Oldahoma, Tennessee, Woshii g,

Alabama, Alaglea, Flavicla, nchana, Maryland, M
Mexico, Oregan, Virginis, Washinglon, and We
P Alaska, Arizana, Adeansas, Floricl
and Puerto Hico.

assachusets, New Flampshie, Migw
51 Virgieia,
A, Csklomin, Kentucky, Nevada, Sonhy ke, Uik,

Caliloinia, Conneclicut, mnd Washinglon
" Alaska, Flaricla, Kansas, Maine, Utah, Washinglan, and Poeria lice,

U Alabarma, Alaslea, Calilaraiz, Kentucky, New Yook, Narlh Dakova, anel South Dakots
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able to resume care for the child within a

reasonable time (six
States and Puerto Rica). "

* The parent suffers from chronic abuse of drugs or alcohol
and has refusad or {ailed treatment (seven States and
Puerto Ricg) "2

-

The parent indicated a lack of interest in reunifica

fron with the
child {two States and Puertio Rico).

Other grounds found in one or two Siates include:

* Anewborr infant tests positive for the presence of alcohol or
a controlled substance (Florida).

¢ The parent withheld medical reatment or load rom the
child {Ohio)

* A putative father has failed Lo establish Paternity of the chilg
(Montana and Nevada).

* The parent allowed the child to be Present where a
clandesting illegal laboraiory is operated (Utah).

The parentis a convicled sexuall
{Washington).

y vialent precator

This publication is a product of the Siate Statutes Series
¢ prepared by Child Walfare Infarmation G

ateway. While every
i altempt has been made o be a5 completa as possible,

i additional informatian on these topics may be in other

'; sections of a State's code as well as

it

agency reguiations, case
3 law, and inflormal practices and procedures.

N

Alaska, Arizona, Calilarma, Kentucky, Maryland, Uiah,

Y Alahsima, Colifori, Floavica, Kenucky, Nodh Qakota, Chio, Suuil Dk,
andl Puertg Rico

and Mueria itce

D Alabama, California, and Pueno Hice.

Mhus materiat may Le frecly repraduced and diguibuted, However, when daing so, please credit Child wellare
Isfarmation Gateway. Availabic onbne a www,childwellure:.govfsysten‘nwicleflaws_pohciﬁs/stalules/reu:n‘ly ¢l
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What Are Reasonable EHors
Citation: Ala. Code § T2-15-301(6)
“Reasonable eflorts™ are eflors made 1o preserve and reunily families prior (o the placement of 3 child in {oster care, to
prevent o glirminale the need (or remaving the child from his or her home

candd o malee it possilsle for a chilel 1o @uum
sately 1o s or her home.

I dletermining the reasonable efforts 1o be rade with
health and salety of the child shall be the jpar
When Reasonable Ellorts Are Recuired

Citation: Ala. Code § 12-15-312(b)

respect Yo a chilel and in raaking these reasonable ellorts, the
amount concern.

As used m this chaprer, reasonable eliors relers to eflons made o preserve and reunily lamidies prior 1o the Plac
ol a child need for removing the child lrom his or her home,
salely 1o his or her home. In determining the reasonable effars 16 e 1
Lo A chilel, sl vy making these reasonalsle eliors, the

hesith and salety ol the child shall be the par

m laster care, Lo prevent or eliminate the
possible Tora child o retuem

ment
and Lo make it
e will respet
amaunt concam. i
inconsistenl with the permanency plan (o the chited, v
aumely manner in accordance

appropriate, through an interstale placement, ancl
lor the chilet

comtinuation of ressenahle effarts is detesmined e be asonahle
elfons shall bie made 10 place the child in with the permanency plan inclucling, il

to complele whatever steps are necessary to linalize a permancant plan

When Reasanabile Eflorts Are NOT Fequired
Citation: Ala. Code § 12-15-31%(¢)

Reaconable effons shall fat be required ko be made il the parental rig
nvoluatasly Llerminated or 1he parent has done

hts of the parent 1o o sibling have beoen

any of the foliowing:
Subjected the child ar a sibling Lo an aggravated circumstance that made the nsk of abuse
far the child 1o remain at home or retum home. An aggravated circunnst
saclomy, incest, aggravaled st

crcumstance may also inclucle

ovneglect 1o high
ance includes, butis nol limited 10, rape,
allking, abanclonment, wrlure, chronic abuse, or sexual abuse. An aggravated

2 any of the [ollowing:

»o Achildas allowed to use alcoho! or ifegal drugs to the paint ol abuse, neglecy, or subistantial risle of hann,

» Substance misuse or abuse, or bolh, by a parent intederes with 1he ability to heep the childl sale, and the
prarent reluses Lo participate in or complele realment or treatment has been unsuccessiul,

» A parent demonsieales exirermne disinterest in the child by either not complying with a case plan for more than
O months or repeatedly leaving the child with someone who is unwilling or incapouble of provicing care, and
the parent does nolewwn for the chitd as promised.

v Aninlant or young child has been abandoned, the idenlity of the chile is unknown, and the Barent by unknown
o umable Lo be located alier 5 diigent search,

» The parearhas an ermnational ar mental condilion, and there is clearly no realment that cun HHIRIOVE oF
strengihan the condition enough to allow the child Lo rerm

b

ain al horme safely or o return home salaly.
and the child is deprived of 2 sale, slable, and paumanent o
Commitied murder or mansiaughter of another child or 1he child's other paremt

The parent is incarcerated argnt-child ielationship,
Aicled, abetied, atiempled, conspired, or solicited o commit murder ar manslaughter ol anothee child o1 the
childd's ether parent

Commued a lelony assault thal resulted in serious bodily inj

wry 1o the child, anather child, or the chifd's oiher
parent

Mg material may e lreely reproduced and distrbuted, Mowever, when daing so, please credil Child Wellare
Infarmation Gateway Avaiable onling

-
2
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What Are Reasonable EHorts
Citation: Alaslka Siat. 5 A47.10.086

The department’s responsibilities incude the duly e

© Mently family suppon services that will assist the
the home that made the child 2 chitd in need of
Actively oler the parent or guardian, and refer the parent or guardian o, \hose services
Document s actions

parent or guardian s remedying 1he

cancluct or condibions in
aiel

When Reasonable Eflorts Are Required
Citation: Alaslea Star. § 47 10 084
The department shall mike timely eflorts 1o provide family support services 1o the child
Lo prevent out-ol-hame placement of the child or 1o enable the sale return of the child 1o the larnily vorne, when
APpIreprale

W ihe child cannol be retumed home salely, the departme
mannerin accordance with he permanency pl
placement ol the child,

nt shall make reasonabile aflorts Lo

an, and compiele whatever steps are netessacy 1o hnalize the permang

i
When Reasonabile Eiforts Are NOT Reguired
Citation: Alaslea Star, 5 47.10.086
The court ray derenmnine that reasonable ellonts are not required il the courl has Taund by clear and canvinging evide
that:
= The parent bas sulbyjeclad the child 1o circumstancas that pose a subsiantial risk ol harn, inchicding abandonment,
sexual abuse. torure, chronic inental injury, or chronic physical haim.
© The parent has comaitled or allempled vo commit murder of the other parent ol the child, ar has committed
felony assaull hat resubls in serious physical injury.
= The parent has Lailed, during the preceding 12 months, to participate in lamily supporn services,
- T

we departen cannot ienlily and locale the parent,

The pareat has a mental illness and will e unable to care lor the

The parent has a Previous conviction for a crime in
ter the pacent and taler remaoved because of on
A child has suffered subsiant
o the parent

child in \he Toreseesble luture.

additional substantisted report of physical or
al physical harm as the resull of abuse or neglect by the p
cand the parent knew or reasonabily should have known thal 1he
Rityhis 1o another childd have bheaen previously tesmmated,
The porenat g incarceratech (or a s

sexual abuse

arent ar by a parson ke
person was abusing the chiled

and conclitions in the home have not Been remeclied,
- ubistantzal period of ime during the ehild's minorily
The dapartment 15 not required 1o make reasonable eflors o return lhe child 1o his or her family hamie il the
tnok emergency custocy of an infant nnder § 47

cepartin
AQ142 alter the inlant was abandoned salely within the me
17 10,01 3c).

aning ol §

American Samon
Whav Are Reasonable Efforts

Trus issuc is not adeiessed in the statules reviewed.
When Reasonable Efforts Are Requirecd

This lssue is not addiessed in the stalutes revigwerd,
When Reasonalle Effarts Are NOT Required

This issee is nor addressed in the stalules reviewed.

volving a child and, alier the conviction, the child was relurae

andl parenis that are designed

Place the chile in a timely

noe

u

HUSE

ol

Thas mayerial tray e Ire ety reprachiced and clisiribzulecl. Howeaver, whea dewg so, please crechl Child wellave
Inlormaltion Gateway. Available online a| www.childwellare gc;u,’:\ymcr\'\wiclc!!aws__pol‘:cncs/sln‘luIes/‘rmmily.(‘.[rn

0

e g oy



Remsacabbe ks vy e serve o Reunify ¥unilics ang Achijeve I"ti'rs'l'l;u'lul'lcy [ Cldren,
smmgey ol State Uiy

www.chilc.iwt-:lfm'n,gov

Arizona

Whal Are Reasonable Elforts
Citalion: Rev. Stat. § $-501
Tha tarm “protective services” is deflined as a specialized child welfare pragrarn thal is acministered by the deparument
o investigate allegations and seck o prevent, intervene in, and Lreal abuse and neglect to promote the well-being of
the chilel in & permanent home and o ceardinate services 1 steenglhen the lamily.
When Reasonable Effores Are Required

Citation: Rev. Stat. § 8-844

IFthe chile has been remaved lrom the home, the caurt shall order the profective services clepartiment Lo make
reasonable effors 1o provide services 1o the child and the chilels family.
When Reasonable Ellorts Are NOT Required

Citalion: Rev. Stat. § BG40

Reunilicalion services are nol recuired if e court finds Iy clear ancl corwinging evidence thal ane ol the lexbeswing
i_\g&':jl‘i.‘\l'r.ll(:‘(:l' ciranslantes exisl;

© The parent cannat be identified or lacated
The parent sullers learm a mental illness thal will likely prevent the parent from resuming care ol he chitel within 12
manths
The child previously was removed and acjudicated dependent due to physical or sexual sbuse. Allar e
achudication the child was returmed 1o the custody of the parent and then subsequently remaoverl within 18 rmonths
due o additons) physical or sexual aluse.
The clhile has suflared severa Physical o emotional injury by (he pareal ar a parson known o the parend,
arent on al lzast lwo previcus necasions

]

A child was removed from the p crevnilication services ware oflered o
provided alter the resmoval, and the parent is unable to discharge pareniol respansibilitics

The parent’s rights 10 another child were terminatec, and the conditions that lacl 1o the termination were nol
remaecheel,

The parent was canviclad of murcler, manstaughler, sexual abuse, sexual assault, inolestaiion, or sexyal
expleitalion of o child, or aiding or abelling any such crirmes.

The court shall consider any criminal proseculion relaling 1o the offenses that led to the child's remaval lrom the home
oad any aiders of e criminal cour. Infarmation may be provided Ly law enforcement or the county attorney.
I dependency pelition was filed pursuant to § B-074(3)
senvices to the chitd's parents unless the court linds by ¢l

- the court may direct ihe divisian not 1o provice reunilicalinn
@ar ancl convincing evidence thal these services would be in thie
childl's best inerests,

Arlcansas

Whaut Are Reasonable EfHorts
Citation: Ann. Code § 9-27-303

Reasonable efons are measures taken to preserve the farily and can include reasonable care and diligence on the pan
of the department o agency Lo utilize all availabt

e services related 1o meeling the needs of the juve

nile and the Gamily,
When Reasonable EHarts Are Required
Citalion: Ann. Code § 9-27-103

Reasonable eflorls shall e made:

Puorto the placement aof a child in loster care

To reunily a tamily alter a child has been placed out of the home ta make it possible lor the child 16 rg
salely

b prevent the nzecd for immoving the dhild rom the chitd's home
.

L bigone

© o oblain permanancy for 3 child who has been in placement more than 12 moaths, or 15 of the previcus 42
rrgnths

This matenal inay be freely reproduced and distributed. However, when doing so, please crediv Child Wellare 7
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When Reasonable Efiarts Are NOT Required

Citation: Ann. Code § 9-27-303

Reasonable eflons Lo reunile 3 child with his or her parent or parents shall not be reguired in all ¢
not be required il a coud binds by clear and convincing evidence that the parent has:

* Subjected the child 1o aggravated ciccwmslances that may include:
A child has been abandoned, chremically abuse
o delermination has been made by
o successivl veunification,

ases. Rewnilicalion whall

»

el subjected t extreme or reprated eruelly, o sexually abused,
ajudge that there is linle likelihood that servic

s 1o the family will resall
A child has been removed lrom the cuslody of the parent or guardian and placed in (o
custody ol angthe

r persan three or more times in the past 15 months
Committac or ai fermpste

lar carve o in the

ch 1o comimit murdler ar manslaughtar of any child
Commitred felony battery to any child that results in serious boclily injury
Had parental righis terminated 1o a sibling of the child

Abancloned an inflani

Califarmia

What Are Reasonalsle Eforys
Citation: Well. & Inst. Code § 3461.5
The teren "reunilication services” includles:

Child wellvre services
+ Court-ordered covnseling and other wrgatment services [or Lhe seuriilication of the child) withi il chilel's fanily
When Reasonable Eforts Are Required

Citation: Well. & Inst. Code § 341.5

Family reunification services are required when a child

is ramevad lrom o pacents or guardian's custody and shall be
provided as (allows:

© Fora child age 3 ar alder services may not be oltered far longer than a period of 12 months lrom the ate the
child emered foster care.
= Forachild under age 3, services ma

¥ not be offered for longer it
entered fosier cae,

han o penod of & maontiis from he cate the child
For the puipose ol placing

{

ancl maintaining a sibling group together in o permanent home if reunific
ara child in a sibling group that was removed fism e physica
one member of that group was under age 3 on lhe date of initi
sibling group may be limiled (o a period
paragraph, a sibling

ation efferes (ail,
I eostody of his or her parent or guardian and in which

al removal. court-ordered services 1o some or all of the
ol & menths from the date the child entered loster care. For the purposes of this
Group is two or more children who are related to each other as full or hall siblings,

tritwited. Howevee, when coing so, please credit Child Wellare
alable anling gt www, childwe

B
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When Reasanable Effarts Are NOT Required

Citation: Well. & tnst, Cade § 3061.5

Reunilication services neecl n
© The whereabouws of the parent are unknowr,

The parent has a mental disability that malke
Thaere is o pricr adjudication of physical or g
has been rernoved due Lo addi tional pt

s him or her i

al be provided whan the court linds by cle

exual abuse ol a ehild, and afrer the child w
hysical or sexual abyse.
The parent caused the death of ancther dhild thraugh albuse

ac and convincing evidenca any of the fallowing:
neapabla of utilizing services,
as returned hone, the chitd

or neglect.

dora sibiling, and the court finds that it woulel

cand conditions that led 1o the termvination have ool

= The parent has inflicted severe physical or sexual abuse on the chil
not benelit the child 1o pucsue reunification with the oflencling parent,
- The parentis npl receiving reunilication secvices for a sibling of the child.
T Thi child was conceived ay a resull of a sexual offense.
 The parent has willlully abandoned the chilel.
s The pacent's righis to snotlier childd have been termingled
been remeclied.

Fhe parent has heen convigled ol a violent [elony.
The pacent has

© The pment has indicaled a lack of interest in

reunification
The parent h

Colorado

What Are Reasenable Efforts
Citation: Rev. Suay. 5192110089)
The term "reasonalile ellors” means the exercise of
ar ave albwnminent risk of out-ol-home placement,
recpaired to preveant vhnecessary pl
chile with & chilel’s lamily, as described in §19.3-208.
When Reasanable Efforys Are Required

Citation: Rev, Suat, §19-1-115

Reasonalie eflors must be mace:
+ To prevent or eliminate the need Lo remave

To reunile the clild anel the family if legal cusiady has bhe
Yy 9 ¥

When Reasonable Efforts Are NOT Required
Citation: lev. Stat, 5191015

Reasonable eflorts are ot require
the: Tellowing circumsiances

= The court finds that the parent has subjectac the child 1o

grownds exist lor lermination of the pacer
= The parestal aghts ol the parent with respect Lo
the pnor sibling Lermination resulted
[RsuANT (o § 19232004 5.

The ot |

a sibling

. nds that the parent has been ronvicterl of
parent; aicding, abetting, ar altempling to commil suc

iy Lo the child or to anoiher childl of the paree!,

a listory of chroniz use of drugs or alcohal and ref

2800 one arimare ocrasions abducted the child or

ditigence and care lor children who
The term inclucles supportive ancd rehabiliy
acement of a child outsicle of a chile's

d lo prevent the child's removal lvorn the home

rom a parent delivering a child o a lirefighver or

murcler ar voluntary manslavghier of anothe
h crimes; or a lel

vsed 1o comply with a Lreatment [resgram,
SEIVICES.

2 sibling Irem his or her placeraent,

arg in out-ol-home placement
ative services thal are
home of to loster the sale revnidication al a

the chitd from the home

an awarded in the daparment
or Lo reunily the chitd and tie laroily in

aggravated circumstances \o such an exienl (hat

Ws parental rights, as described in § 19.3-604(1),

ol the child have been ivaluntarily terminatecl, unless

a haspital suall mecnlyer

rchaldd ol the
ony assaultthal resulied in seriogs Bodily
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Conmecticul

What Are feasanable Efares
Citation: Gen. Stal, § 4613-129
Rensonable eflors are services 1o he pravided to the parents and steps the parents may take 1o address the problems
thal prevent the child frgm salely reuniting with the parenis.

When Reasonable CHorts Are Required

Citatiorn: Gen, Stal § 4613129

The depactnent must make reasonable elorts to keep the child or
an arder Ao remove The child frorm the hame, 1 the

youth with his or her parents piorto the issuange of
schneve the goals of the Permanency plan.

chiltd is removed from the home, reasanabile eliors must be macle ro
Wihen leasonable Ellaris Are NOT Required

Citation: Gen. Stat. § 172-11105

The coun, upon clear

ancl convincing evidence, may delerming that re
The parert has subjected the child 1o aggravaled circumstance
The chuld has bieen abandoned,

asonable ellorts are not recpirad il

5.
= The parent bas inllicted or Iu‘\owingly allowed anolher person to inflict sexual molestation or exploitation or severe
physical abuse or engaged in a pattern ol abuse of the chuld.

+ The parert has killed, through a deliberate, nonaccidenral act, anothe
chitd, or has requesied, commandact, impotuned, allernpled

r child of the parenl or a sibling of the
allowed another pers

. conspired, or soliciled Lo commit or kinowingly
on to commii the killing of the chilel, another child of the parent, o gibling of the child, or has
commitled or knowingly nermitted another person fo commil an assault, through a de
thal resulied in serous badily injury of Ihe child, anoihe

The parent's parental righls o a sibling have be

he parent was convicted of sexual assault re

iberale, nonaceiclemnial atl,
r chilcd of the parent, or a sibling of the child

arinvoluatarily terminaled willin the past 3 years,
sulling in the conceplion ol the ¢hild,

Velaware

What Are Reasanable Efforts

Citation: Ann. Coede Tiv, 29, § 9001

The Divisian of Family Services will provide farmily preservation services.
The division must preparg and mainlain a written case plan for each chitd under its supervision o custocy that shall

nclude, b nol be limiledd to, a description of the child's problens, the care and treatment of the chilel

services 1o be provided Lo the child and the child's family
When Reasonable EHaorts Are Required
Citation: Ann, Code Tit. 29, 59003

cancl any other

The division will provide lamily preservation services (o those larmilies whose children are at inminent risk of s -al-home
placement when s determined that oul-ol-home placement can be avoided.
bach case plan must be designed to achieve any placement of the child cutside of the child's hame in the leasl reshiictive
sething available anel n clase proximity o the childl's home, consistent with the bes interests and speciol neads of the
chile}
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When Reasonable Cllorts Ave NOT Requirget

Citation: Ann. Code Tit. 1 3. 81103

The diviston is no recinied 1o pertorm,

hulis nol prohibited from perlorming, re
outhngd in Titde 29, § 2003, when the

yrounds los termination of parent
The child has been abandoned.

unification and velatacl SErVICES, as

al righls sre lhose slated below:

The parent has been found Ly a court of competent urisdiction 1o have:

Committed o felony-level offense against a child
v Aided or abelted, allemoled, conspired, or solicited to commit art olfe
Committed or alfempled to cammit the olle

o Cammitted the felor

nse lisled above
nse of Daaling in Children

y-level offense of endangenng the welfare of a child
‘he parent's pacenial rights aver a sibling of the child have been involuntarit
The parent has subjected the child 1o torture, chronic abuse, sexyal
A childd has sullered unaxpl
indicate tha

y terminated in a prior proceeding.
abuse, and/or lle-threatening abuse.
ained serioys physical injury, death, or near death under circumslances hal woulgl
Uilve injuries rgsutrecl lrorm the itentioe

wl or reckless concict ar willlyl negleat ol toz parent,

District of Coburmbia

What Are Reasonalle Efforts
Citation: Ann. Code § 1-1301.02

Family pieservation services

are services for children and families are at risk of abuse or neglect, ocin crisis, an
inciude:

* Services designed tg help children relum to lamilies from which they have been removed,
acloplion, when sale and appropriate, or wilth a legol awarclian, or, il
notto be sale and appropriate lor the child,

w he placed o
acloption or legal guardianship is determined

in anothes permanent living arrangement
Replacement prevention services

Services (hat Provide foHow-up care 1o lamilies \o whom a o

sld has returned alter commitment
© Respite care services

© hervices designed 1o pove parenting skills and abitities
Family suppon services promote the salety and well-being of children and families, are community-based, and are
designed to.

© Inceease lamily strength an stabatlity
Increase parent conliclencs anc
Alfore chilelian sate, stable, and supportive family eaviconmenys
Enhance chilg ('_IE,‘\.'(-,‘I(}",')I'HG‘F'\l
When Re

. competence

asonable Eflorts Are Required
Cilalion; Ann, Code § 4.1301.0%4

The agency shall male reasonable elions 1o rreserve and reunily the [amiily:
Pior Lo the removal of e child from |
To make

he home to prevent of eliminale the nee
i passible lor the child 1o returs home salely

To place the child in accurdance with that plan in order o finatie a peimanent
nconsistent with the child's permanency plan

dlor temoving the child

placement il return home is

This snaterip may be
lar

heely reproduced

andl distriboted, However, whee claing ro,
malten Gateway. Avadable onling a
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When Reasonable Effarts Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann. Code § 4-1301.0%a

Reasonaile eltons wo reunify are not required if the parenl

- Subjected the child, a sibling, or other ¢hild o cruelty, abandonment, lorture, chrenic abuse, o sexual alusge
+ Committed, aided, abetied, solicited, or allempted (o commit murdar or vohintary manslaughter of a sibling or
other child

= Cormmitiec a letony assault against the child, & sibling, or other chilg

Had his or her parental righis terminated involuntarily with respectto a sibling

Florida

What Are Reasonalile Efforts
Citation: Ann. Stat. § 395210040
the term “reasonable ellorts” rmeans the exerciss of reasonable diligence nnd nace by the depariment 1o provide the
services ordared by the court or delineated in the case plan,

When easonable Efforts Arg Required

Citation: Ann. Stal. § 39.52701%0

I8 the court finds that the prevention of reunification efforts by the depanment will allow the ¢hildd 16 rem
home or be returned 1o the home safely, the court shall afl

ain salely al
specific linding ol lact that the reasons for removal have

ow the child 1o remain in or 1clurn 1o the home alter maling a
been remedied to the extent that the childh's sale
ndangerecl.
e court places the dhild in an cul-ol-hame placement, the dis
the child canmot remain al home s

iy, welt-heing,
anel physical, imental, and emotional health will ol be e

position arder mustinclude a wilten determination thl
alely with reunification or family presecvalion services and thal re
wonecessary to prolect the child,  the child is

minval af the chilyd
weitien determination as to whether

removed before the clisposilion heanng, the ordar must also inchude a
s afler removal, the department made a reasonable eflort o reunily the parent and
child. The department has the burden ol demonstrating that it made reasonable efforts.
The: count shall devermine whelher reasonable efforts hove been made by revigwing:

- ation senvices werg indicatad
Awritten descriplion of what appropriate and available preve
Why lurther elions could

Whether or net prevenlion or reunilic

ntion and reunilication aHlors were made
- or could not have prevented ar shortened the separation of the
Areasonable elort has been made i the Apprais
reunilication ellorts were inappropriale.

parent ancl chile
al of the home siation indicates he severily ol conditions is such that
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When Reasonable Efforts Are NOT Required
Citation: Aan. Stat. B4 39.5210100); 39.806(1)

teasonable eflams 1o preserve and reunily a family are not requiced (a court has delermined thal sy of the eveniy

descolied helow have accurred:

= A child has been acljuclicaled dependent, a case plan has baen filed with 1he court, and-
o The child continues Lo be abused, naglected, or abandoned Ly the pareatis).

» The pareni{s) have materially breached Whe case plan

The parenys) engaged in egregious conduct or had the opperwnity and capebility to prevent and knowingly
failed 1o prevent egregious conduct that threatened the life, salety, or physical, mental, ar emational health of Me
child or the childs sibiling

The parents) ave subjected the chitd ar another child o aggravated child obuse, sexual baliery, sexaat abuse, or
chronic abuse

The parent(s) have commirted the roucder, manslagglier, aiding or abetting the murdar, or conspiracy or
solicitation 1o murder the ather parent or snoiher child, ar a telony balery that resulled n serious Lodhily injury o
the child or o another child.

The parental rights of the parent to a sibling of the child have bean tenminated involuntarily,
* The parentis) have o history of exiensive, abusive, and chranic use of alcohol or a controlled sulyst

ienders them incapable of caning lar the child and have refused or failed to complele avail

ance thal
A newliom child had a

able reatrment,

pasitive Lest thatindicated the presence of aleohol or a canralied substance, the

INESENLR
of which was not the result of mecical treatment adminislered to f

he mother or the newhorn inlant, and the
mother is the birth wother af at least one other child who was acljudicaled dependent alrer a lincling of exposure
v a controlied subsstance ar aleohol
On three or more occasions the child or anather child of the parent(s) has been placed in out-of-home care, and
the coanditions that led 1o the child's oul-of-horme placement were ¢

pused by the parenifs).
Ceorgina

What Are RNeasonable Eflorts
Citatian: Ann. Code § 15-11-58

Reasonable ellorts are meaasures taken by the Division of Family and Childeen Services of the Department of Human
Sevices and ollier BRPrORIe sgendies to preserve and reunity Tamilies,

When Reasonabte FHorts Are Reguired

Citavion: Ann. Code § 15-11-58

Reasonable efflorns shall he marle to preserve anc reunily lamalies:

Prior to placement ol a child in the cuslady ol the depariment o prevent or glimina
child [rom the child's home

te ihe need tor ramoving 1he
To rmake it possible lor a chitd to retum salely to the child's hame

Heontinualion of reasonable efforts of the type descrbed above is delermingd 10 be inconsis
plac for the ¢hild, reasonoble elfons shall be made 1o place the chil

Lenl with the perrmanengy
permanency plan and 1o complele whalever sleps are necessary

din a timely manner in accardance with the

i fnalize the permanent placement of the chilel,

Thus nisterial may be beely reprocduced and clisteiboled Flowever, when coing so, please crechl Childd wellare P
Information Gateway, Availabite online ot www.r.hil(.lwrslf:;wrc.gow’systt:mwiclofFaws'_;:mlicir:s/f.talulr—:sl!eunify.clrn



Reisanable Elorks o Preserve or Rewrsity Families and Achieve Permamency for Childien:
sunnary ol Staly Lavws
L]

www.::l'\;I:.twelfare.gov

When Reasonalle Elorts Are NOT lecuireel

Citaticn: Ann. Code b 15-11.58
Reasonabile eilorts ace ol required when a court derenmines that

* The parent has subjected the child 10 aggravated circumstances that may inclucle aly
abuse, and sexual abuse.

andonment, 1orlurg, chionic
= The parent has cameitied or allempled to commit murder or voluniary manslaughier of anolher child ol the
[parent,

* The parent b commitled a felony as
Jarany,

sault that resubted in serioys bodily injury 1o the childl or anather childd ol the
¥ njury

The parent's parental fights Lo a sibling have been terminated involuntarily,

Gl‘l.';lrl'l

What Are Reasanable Effarts
Citation: Ann. Code Tit, 1 2,8 13304

Aservice plan is a specilic witten plac prepared by Child Proveciive Services and presented o members of the child's
larily, The service plasn should also inchyde but not necessarily be imited to the specilic servicas ar ireatment that the
pacties will be provided and the specilic aclions the parties must take or specilic responsitilites thal the parties muyst
asHLIMe,

Whea Reasonable Efforis Are Required

Cilation: Ann, Code Tit, 19, § 13304

The service plan should sel Torth:

The sigps than will ke necessacy Lo lacilitale the rel

wen ol the chuld 1o a sale §
placement of the child is in foster care or in sliern

amily horne il the proposed
ate placement outside of the child's home

The sieps that will be necessary for the child to remain in o sale (amily heme wilth the assistance of a service plao,
{ the prepased placement of e child is in a family home under Child Prolective Services' SUPErVISIOnN
The steps thal will he necessary to make the |

amily home a sale farnily home and (o terminate wtervention af
Child Protective Services o the larily ar

d eliminate, il possible, the necessity for the filing of a petition witl the
courl under this chapler
When Reasonable Eflarts Are NOT Required

Mhis issue is not addressed in the slalutes reviewedl,

lawais

Wl Are Reasonable Eilares
Citalion: Rev. Stal. § 507-26
A service plan is a specilic written plan hat sets lorh the steps that will be necessary o make the fomily home sale and
o lenminale the agency's intervention inlo the family.

The service plan should incluce steps that are structured and balance the prionty, inlensi
needed with the lamily's ability io be

by, and quantivy of services
nefit from those services,

This malerial may e lreely reproduced and distributed. However, when doing so, please credit Child Wellare
Iofarmation Galeway. Available onine at www chilchwe

1
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When Rensanable SHacs Are Required
Citation: Rew. Stat. §507-26

the service plan should wicude the steps that will be NECEssary:
To facititate the return of the chitel 1o o sale {
To aliow the cluld 1o remain in a sale family home wilh the assistance of a service plan il the prapossd placemen
el he ehild is o a larnily home under Family SUIETVISION
To make the family hame sale and o termin
the necessity lor the filing of a pe

amily home if the proposed placement of the child is in foster care

ale the agency's inlervention inlo the lamily and ebiinate, if possibie,
tition with the cowt under this chapler
When Reasonable Efioris Are NOT Required

Citalion: Rev. Stat. 56 507-2. 587.71
The cowt need not arcder A service plan il the court finds that

aggravated ciicumstances are present. The
“aggravated circumstances” means that:

lerm
The pargnt has commitied, aided, anempled, or conspirec Lo commil murder or veluntacy manslaughier of
anathen chilel ol the parent.

The parent has commiled a felony assault tiat resulty in serious bodily injury 1o the child o another child ol the
parent,

The parent’s parantal rights ta a sibling have heen juclicially terminaied.
The pacent has Lorweed the child,

The child is an abandened inlant,

A courl previously has determined, uncer § 587.73.in

alinding regarding o sibling of tha ¢hitd, that the [FAren i
Aol willig and abile 1o provide & safe family home.

Tdaho
Whal Are Reasonable Efforts

This issue is not addressed in the statuies reviewed
When Reasonable Elfarts Are Recquired

Citation: 1daho Code §§ 146-141 3 101621
Reasonable eltors must be m

ade prior to the placernent af the child in care

his or hee home. Ellocs 1o prevent placement are not required

1o prevent the ramoaval of the chilel g

ilthe parent(s) subjected 1he child 1o aggiavaled
CHELmSLanee s

Hthe child is remaoved lrgm his or ber home,
hesne, The ¢a

reasonable eflons must be made 1o make 1 possibile lor the child to et
se lan way include concurent ellors 1o place the child [or adaption, with » legs
wpproved permanent placement. Whenever possible, the child's connaclions (o the conmunily, including individuala with
a snnilicant relalionship to the child, religious organizatinns, anc community activities, will e maintainge
When Reasonabla Efforts Are NOT ftequired

Citation: tdaho Code & 141%(6)(d)

al guarclizon, wr i smother

Reasanable efforls are nol require

il1he parent has subjected the child to
the court,

mcluding bt net limited 1o

aggravated circumstances as determined Loy
The parent has subjected the child to shandonme

The parent hias cormmilled murder ar voluay
conspired, or soliciie

Nl tomure, chronic abuse, or sexual abuse

ary mansiaughter of anciier child or aided or abetted, atrempied,
&b o commit such a murder or volunitary manslaughler,
The parent commitled a battery th

al results in serious bodily injury 1o a child.
The pacenial rights of the parent 1o a sibling ol the child have been terminated nvoluntarby,

This miatenal may be lreely reprochced and distribuied, However, when doing so, please crecht Cild Weltare
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What Are Reasonable Efiorts
Citation: Cons. Stat. Ch. 325, § 5/8.2
The tarm “family preservation services” refers 1o alt services Lo help lamilies, including adoptive and extended families,
snd may include, hut is aol limited te. homermakers, counsehing, family therapy, group therapy, se
al counseling, and postadoptive services.

Hequired

Citation: Cons. Stat. Ch. 20, § 505/5

H-helps geoupay, elrug
and alcohol albuse counseling, vocation

When Reasonable Eliortg Are ¥

The departimaent shall oHer {aenily pre

servalion services Lo help families, including adoplive
services shall be oflerecl:

and extended lamilies. Such
= To prevent the placement of children in substituie care when the childien can be cared (ar at home or in the
cuslody of the person responsible for the chilchiens wellare

To revanite childhvea wilh their farnilias

- Yo maintam an adoptive placement
Family presarvaiion services shall only be ofleced when doing so will not endanger a child
and his or her [

amily shall be eligivle {or services as scon as the r

s health o salety, The ehiled
1o be inclicated.

eporl ol suspected chitd abuse o neglect is delermined
The depariment may also pravide services to any child or lamily when the report of suspecied abuse or
neglectis determmed Lo be unlounded. il the condilions in the child's or family's home are reasonally likely 1o sulbyject
the child or family 16 future repons of suspected child abuse or neglect. Acceptance of such services shall ke voluniary,
When o child is placec in fosler care, the department shall ensure and document that reasonahle ailors were macke 1o

prevent or eliminale the need o rernove the chitel from the child's home. The department must make reasonalile allons
o reunily the Tanuly when tempzorary placement o the child occurs uniess ot

When Reasonable Eifores Are NOT Required

Citation: Cons. Syat. Ch, 20, § 505/5; Ch. 705, 6 405/2.13.1
When the department believes that (urther reurific
court that reasonable elfons are ag longer
minocil the caurl firls afler 2 he

e rwise required

ation services would be incflective, it may requast 3 lincliog fram the
appropriate. The court shall grant Uns mation with respect to a parent of the
aning thal ihe parent has:

Hlad his or her pargntal fights to another child involuntarily terminaied
Been convictad of-

# Firsi degree or second degree murder of another child of tha parent

» Allempt, conspiracy, or salicitalion o commit ficst clegree or second degree murder ol anathar child of
ihe pargnl

n

Aggravaled batigry, agaravated baltery of a child, or felony domestic Lattary, any ol which Mas resulled in
serious bodily injury Lo the minar or another child of the parens

An offense in any other Stale substantially similar to any of the
the deparimaent is nol requared Lo provide (u

» above ollenses
rither ceunilication services aller such a linding.

Inciana

What Are Reasonable Efors
Citation: Ann. Code § 31-34.21-5.5
The term “reasonable eflfarys”

refers to measures aken Lo provide services Lo preserve and reunily lamilies.

wibuled, However, when doing so, please creclit Child Wellare 16
al www.childwellare gov/systemwitle/lws_policies/siatutes/reumty.chin
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When Reasonable EHorts Are Required
Citation: Ann. Code § 31-34-21-5.5
The department shalt rale re3ason

= Ahthe chuld b

able eflors o preserve and reunify Tarnifies as lollows:
as not been removed lrom the home, 10 pre

I the child has been remaved from the home, 10 make

vent or eliminate the need lor remmoving the child
it possible lor the child o retyin salely home as soon as
possible

When fteasonabile Elfortg Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann. Code § 31.34-21.5¢6
Reasonable eHorts to reunite

a child with his or her lamily or to preserve a family are not required when e court linds
any al the {allowing:

T Aparent has been convicted of causing a suicicle, involuatary manslaughier, cape, criminal devinte
molesting, ur explaitation of a victim whe is the parenl’s child or the child’s other parent,

A prarent has heen convicled of murder o voluntary m
chilel’s ovhar pare

conduct, ¢hilel

anslaughter of a victim wha ig the parent’s chilel or the

A parent has been convicter of attempting, aicing, or conspiring (o commil any of the

Above crimes,
* Aparenthas been convicted of batery, aggravated batiery, criminal recklessness, or neglect against a child,
- The parental righis of a parenLwith respect to a sibling have bean involuntarily 1erminated,
< The child is an abandaned inlant.
lowa

What Are Reasonable Eiforts
Citation: Ann, Star. 5232102

The lerm “reasanabie elions” refers 1o eftarts made 1o preserve and unily a family
Reasonable eflons ray indude, bul are not limited to, {amily-centered services it the child's salely in the home can be
mamtaned dunng the tme the services are proviclec,

The term "family-centered services" means services and other suppont intended 1o mainiain a child salely with the child's
lamily or with aoelative, o elurm a chitel, salely aricl in a tmely manner, 1o the hame ol the child's parent o relative, or 1o
promote achievernent of concurrent planng goals by ientilying and helping the child secure

abive permancnt family conneclions, Family-cantered

arel te the specilic services and othar SUPPOL |
inteasity and duration of service delivery -

child's neighbotood, community, and
newds of tha childezn in the [annly.

placemer. for adoplion,
with o guarcian, or with other allern

services are adagted) 1o the
provided 1o the chiled's family and the

mcivichial necds ol a fanuly in reg

amily-ceniered services are intended 1o presecve a child's connections 1o the
amily and Lo improve the overall capacity of the child’s lamily 1o provide lor the
When Reasonable Efarts Are Required

Citalion: Ann, Stat. § 232,102

Reasonabile aflans are recpirec

= Priorio vut-ol-home placement of a child in foster ¢

are to eliminate the need lof removal of the chilel
To make it posuible lor the child o retom salely Lo the familys home
il returning the chitd to 1he farmily's home

Is nol appropriate or pessible,

reasonable eflorts shall include the gllors myche
nalimely manner W linalize o peraanency plan for the chilel,

This e

whmay be Ieely reprocuced and disiribbuted. However, when doing so, pleass credhit Child wWellare
Infarmation Galeway, Auanlable onling
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When Reasonable Efforis Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann. Stal. § 232.102

IMhe court determines by cle
requrement lor making reasonable ef

{

+ The parent bas abandoned the child,
= The court finds the child in need of assislance ba
The parenl’s paremal rights la another
thal services fikely wilt not, within
home.

areasanable lime

The parent has bean convicted ol muider ar volunt
eiher crirne.

ol the pargnl,

Wansas

What Are Reasonable EHorts
Citation: Ann. Stat. § 3B-2255%
The couwrt may place the
assure U proper core and protection of the child that ingl

Ady special reaiment or care the child neecd
When Reasonable Efiors Are e

quired
Citation: Ann. Stal. § 30.22%%

The couwrt shall not enter an oscher removing
livst finels probable cause that:

The chilel is heely ta sustain hanmn il not immaedi
Allowing the child (o remain in hon

© lmmediate placemeny of the
ruaintain the |

ar and convinging evidence Uhal aggravaled crgumsiances o
Torts. Aggravaled circurmstances include:

sedd on a finding of physical o sexual abuse
child have been terminated and there is clear

ary rmanstavghter of anather child or the

The parent has been convicted of a felony assaull tha

choldhin the custady of either parent subject to lemms

Participation by the child and the parent in available proge

a child rom the custody of a parent pursuant vo

®isl, the cour, raay waveg the

ur neglect.
and convincing evidgnce

ctorreclihe conditions thal led to the chiled's rmoval lroom the

aliempt Lo comnuil

tresulled in sedious bodily injury o he child or another chile

and conditons that the coun preseribes o

ucle but are not limited 1o

aupervision of the child and the parent by a court services officer

ams operaied by an appropriale individual or agency

5 {or his or her physical, mental, or emational Iealih and salety

s seclion unless the cowrt

ately remaved fram the home.

1@ 15 conlrary to his or her wellare.

chiledis in his or her best interests, and reasonable ¢
araily unit and prevent the unnecessary removal of the
An emergency exists Lhal threatans the salety of the child.

fors have been made Lo
child Trom the child's Bomie,

Thas mangeial may be reely reproduced and chistri
lalormaiion Gateway. Availabile anline

buled. However, when doing so. please aredil Child Wal!
al www‘cl'\iiciwellare_gcm’sy:'.u_-rnwiclefIaws_poiicLuslslalu\c5

are
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When Reasonable Eflorts Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann, Stat. G 3B-225%

Heustacy of the chilel has been awartled to
Y
parmanency plan is provided

aperson other than 5 parent, a permar
altamalive.

at the dispositional he

sency plan shall be prepared. Il a
ln delermining whelher rginlegr

aring, the court may determing whether reinteg

Alion is a visble alternative, the court <hall consider whether:
The parent has been tound Ly a court to have

abetiad, aliempred, con spived,

ralion is a viable
- cormmilted one of the fallawing cimes o Lo higve

or solichied the commission of one of these crimes:
Firsi- or second-degree murder

» o Capiral murder

aided ail

» Voluntary manslaughler
v Felony badery that resutted in bodily injury
< Thep

rarent has subjecied the child or another chiled 1o

The parent has previously been lound to be
The childd has be

aggravaled circumstances.
an unfiv parent.

anin extended out-of-home placemaent,
the parents have lailed 1o work diligently toward reintegration.
The secretary has provided the family with sarvices nacessary lor the sale nelurn of the child to the home:.
s reasonable 1o expect ieinlegration o cocur within a timelrame consistent with the child's developmental
necls

Kentu cley

What Are lleasonable CHors
Citation: Rev. Srat. § 620.020

The lerm "reasonable etors” means the exercise of ordinary cdiliuence and care by the depariment vo wiilize all
preventive and reunification services that are available (0 the comannity and necessary Lo enable the child 1o lve salely
at horse,
When Reasonable Effgers Are Required
Cilation: Rev. Stat, G 620,020
eunilication services are remedial services that are designed to:
Strenglhen the fannily unil
Secure revnilicotion of the farmily and child, where appropriate, as quickly as praclicable
<

revent the (tire removal of the chilet fremm the Tamily

Thws maer

al may bie eely reproduced and distibuted. Fowever, when doing so, please credit Child Wellare
Inftrmation Gateway, Avaitable ontine Al e, chilcwe

]
Ihrf-:‘gcw’sysl_ernwic!e."laws_.pohcic sfstatuiesireunily.clm
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When Reasonalble

fforts Are NOT Required
Citation: Rev. Stat, §§ 610,127 600.020

Reasonable elfars shall not be required if 2 court determines that:
= The parent has subjected the child (o aggravaied circumstances, including any of the lollowing:
= The parent has nol had contact with the chile for rare than 90 o

ays.
v The parent is incarcerated (o at leasi 1 year, will be unavailalsie to care for the child, and there is no
appropriate relative to care for the chill,
» The parenthas sexually abused the child and refused available reatnant,
n The parent has engaged in abuse of the child that required remaov
n

al two or more tines iy the last 2 years,
The parent has cavsed the child serious physical injury.
The parent has been convicled of having caused the death al another child of the parent.
The parent has committad s lelony assault that regulted in serious Dodity injury 1o the child o anather ehilel ol e
Parent .
The paraint has engaged in o frattern of conduct due to alcohol or crug abuse

hat has rendered the REIEIN
mcapable ol caring (ar the immadiale and ongoing necds of the child, and h
t 9 Jaing)

as relused or lailed o complete »
lreatment |Jl.=_\|'|
+ The pareat has a memal iflness or retardation thal places the child at substantial sk of hann even il services weare
provided 1o the parent lor 12 months,
+ Other circumstances make reasonable efforls inconsistent with the best interests of the child onel the premmanency
plan Tor the chukd,
Louisiana

What Are Reasonable Eliorls
Citation: Ch. Code Art. 603(273)
The term “icasonable effors” means he exercise of ordinary diligence and care by depariment casgwaorkers anc
supervisars and shall assume 1he availability of a reasonable program of services Lo chilcign and their families,
When Reasonable EHorts Are Required

Citation: Ch, Code Art, 626, 6Ba

The court shall delermine whether the departiment has made reasanatile efloris to prevent or eliminave the need o
removal ol the child from his or her home and, alter removal, 1o make it possible Tor the chilel wo return home sale ¥
When the child is 10 be remoavee fiom his ar her parents’ custody, the court shall delermine whether reasonable elorrs
oy prevenlive or r

have been made o rrevent remaoval aned wh
ellorts could or could nal have prevenled or shorlened the
|

eunilication efforts, or both, ware rmacle . anel why fether
separalion ol the lamily.

This matedal may e lreely reproduced and o
nlewmaton Gatcway. Avail

ibuled. Hawever, when doing sa, please credit Child Wellace a0
ubile anlineg 21, www.(‘Ini‘-clwcﬂnrc,gow’5y5iﬁmwicl(-_\/l.')ws__policieslslaluLcs.‘re\mdy.cfrn
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When Neasanable Efloris Are NOT Required
Citavion: Ch. Code Arl. 6724

ALany Lime ina chile in need of care proce
lile o motion (ar a judicial delermination th
shall have the Lurden of dermonsty

eding when a child is in the custody ol the department,
atellors 1o reucily the pacent and child
aling by cle
consiclering the health ang salety of the chilgd

the deparnment ey
are nol requitad. The deparument
ar and convincing evidence thal reunification elforts

2 nol regquire,
and the child's nead for permanency,

Ellorts 1o reunily the pacent and child are nol required il & court has determinec that:
cled he ehild 1o egregious conduct o conditions, |

lermination of parertal nghts Pursuant to Article 1015,

The parent hag subje nelucling any ol the grounds for

- Vhe pavent has committed or sttempled o commit murcler gr ranslavghter of another chitd ol e [parent or has
aided or abeted, allempled, conspired, or solicited Lo cormmit such a rurder or manstaughier,
= The parent bas commitied 5 lelony that resulted in serious bodlity injury 16 the child or anolher child of the paranl
© The pareat’s parenval righis Lo a sibling have been larminatec involuntarily.
Maine

Whal Are Reasonakle Eilorts
Civation: Ann. Stat. Tit, 22,8 4041051y

The departnent shall develop a written rehabititation plan that includes;
T Services that must be provided Lo address e groblems in the famnily that present
© Provisions to ensure the salely of the

A means v MEasiyr

ansi ol harm to the ¢hild
child while the parent engages in those semvices
e the extent to which prograss has been mads

atprotacts the child's physical and emotional well-be
When Rensonable Efferts Are Required

Civatian: Ann. Svax, Til. 22, 5§ 4036-B

- Visitalion th ing

e depanment shall make reasonalble ellorts 1o
Preveo) e

moval ol the chile fraoy home, unles
Rebabilhvare and reunify the lamily,

s the court finds the presence of an agyravaling factar
as provided in § 404 1(1-A}

»unless the court has ordered that 1he departiment
need nol cormmence or may cease reunilication

Finalize the Rermanency plan

This maverial may be eely reproduced and cistributed,. Flowaver, when doing se, please credil Child Wellare
Informagtion Gnncwny. Available gnling

ab wwww, childwellare, gov/systerwidle/laws_policies/st autes/ieunify. ol
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When Reasanalle Séforrs Are NOT Required
Citalion: Ann. Stal. Tit. 22, 6§ 4041(A.2); 4062(1-13)

The court may arcee thal reunilication eflorts are
© The existence of an aggravating faclor
= That continuation of reunification eMars is inconsiste

agaravaling laclor inclucles any of the

following cireums
The parent has subjecied
sexual assaull, sexual abuse, ncest, aggravalad
tocture, chranic abuse or any olbver wreatment th
The parent ref
The parent has been convicled of any of the loliowin
pacent was respansible or was a child who w

Murder, (einny maeder, o manslaughter

Felony assaull thal results in serious bodily injury

Any compacable cime in another Jjunsdiction
The parental rights of the parant o

The parent has obandoned the childl

M.‘n‘ylm‘\:i

What Ave Reasonabile Elforts
Crialion- Family Law § 5-525(c)
The deparinent shall provide time-limilec family reunificay
anegd ta the fparent ar guardian af the child, in orcler L facitiv
manner,

When Reasonahble EHarts Are Required
Citatian: Farmily Law § 5-525(¢)
Reasonable efarts shall e provided wo preserve

or reynily

+ Towake it possinle lor a child o retyen home safely
Ta linalize & permanent placement tor the child if con
CONSELEn with the

pecrnanency plan
When Reasonable Efforts Are NOT Required
Citation: Courts & Jud. Proc. & 3.817(h)

Aloesl departiment may ask the court \o lind that reasonaby

are notrequired i the local depariment canchades (¢

* Subjected the child o chronic abus
< Been canvicted, in any Stale or courl of
oflspring, or another parent or guardian al the child
Been convicied of aidding or abetting, canspiring, or

a child {for whom the parent was respensibile 1o «

assault. kidnapping, promotion of prrostingtion,
aLis heinous or abhorrent to sociely
used for & months o comply with treatm

A5 8 imer

Peiost o an oul-ol-home placement Lo prevent or elimin

nal a parent ar guardian has:

se, chwonic and lile-threatening neglect, sexusl abu
the United States, of

Involuntanly lost parental rights of a sibling of & child

not required if it finds ane of Lhe follawing;

il with the permanency plan for the

tances with regard 1o Lhe parent:

chilcl

ape, gross sexval misconduct, gross
9 C

abandomment,

enlrequired in a reunilication plan with regjarc] to the chile,
g erimes and the viclirm of the erime was

a chuled for whom the
nbher of & hol_lsehold lived

inor lrequented by the parent:

Macling, conspiring, or saliciting murder or manslauglier

asibling have heen terminaled invelum arily,

on services 1o a child placed i an out-ol-home placemean

ate the child's sale ang appropriate rewmibication in a timely

a lamily,
ale the need for removing the child Trom hame

Mavation of reasonable ellorts is deiercined to b

le eflorns to reunity s childd with s ar her parent ar guardian

S8, or Larture
a erime ol violence against the child, a minnor

soliciting (o comnil a crime descibed shove

Thes toatenal may be freely reprocluced

mlormsation Gateway Availphle wunling

ancl dishiboted, However, whea daing so, please crecit Chdd Well
al www.clildwellare. gov/systemwicle flaw

are
s_pulicies/siannesireundy.cla
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Massachusetls

What Are Reasonalle Fliorts
Citation: Ann. Laws Ch. 11 9, 8§ 29C
Yhe court shall determing the reasonable eflors t be made, consistent with the bes! inle

Requirec
Citation: Ann. Laws Cly. 4 19,8 29C

rests of the chilg.
When Rearonalle EHorts Are

Reasonable allorns shall be macle:
-

rion 1o placement to prevent or eliminale the ne
o make it possible for a child 16 retum sale
Ta place the child, in
chaldd

ed or removal from the home

by to his ar her parent or guardian
"

a timely manner, in accordance with the permanency plan il reasanalbile eflars 1o ceunily the
with s or her pareni or guardian are inconsisient with the permanegncy plan

When Reasonable EFores Are NOT Requirec

Citation: Arn. Laws Ch, 119, § 29C

Reasonalbbe eiors shall ol e required il the court finds:

The child has been abandoned.

The parents rights 1o another child hove

The parent has been convicted of riwrcle

been involuntarily tesminated,
. ror vol

unitary rnanslaugbier of another child of the [paare:
abewng in the commission of such crime,

At or aicling or
The parent has been convicled of & lelany assault resulling in serious Bodily injury of the child ac another chilel of
the paent,

The parent hay subjected the child 1o aggravated circumstances that m
al the child in e presence al the child, subjiecting the child or othe

ay wclude murcler ol anothar pareant
exploilation, ar severe ar repelitive conduct ol

rchildren in the home Lo sexual abuoge or
a physically or emotionally abusive natee.

Michigan

Whal Are Reasonable Ellorts
Citation: Comp. Laws § 7124187
Reasonable efforts are measnres taken 1o preserve and reunily the {family and m
Efods to e made by the parenis

ay include:

* Efforts 1o be made by the agency

Aschedule of services Lo be provided,

inciuding in-hame services
Aschedule of pare

ring time betwean the child and the prarent, il
When Reasonable Efiors Are Required
Citalion: Comp, Laws Y Tv2aAanr

appropiale

Rensonable eHos mngt be macle:
- To prevent the chifds removal fram his ar her home

To rectily condivions that caused removal of the chitel from his or her home

Thus enaterial may be ln‘eely repraduced and clistributed. Howrwiee, wlhen cloing sa, please aedil Child Wellare
Informaton Gateway. Available online al www. hilchwel!

24
are.gov/systemwicle/laws_policies/statutesh eunify.cfm
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When Neasonabile Silorts Are NOT Required
Citation: Comp. Laws §8 712A.19a: 722.638
Rensorable efflars 1o ceunily the child and ¢

= The

@18 2 udicial detennination tha the parent by
G222 630, including:

"

Abandonment of a young child

» o Criminal sexual condyey involving penetration,

|‘Jal|a-:ring, torture, or other severe physical abuse
v Lloss or g

serious impairment of an organ o lirnly
Life-thieatening injury

The parent has been convicled of one or more of the

Murder ol another child of the parent
Volistary manslaughter of

" anolher child of the ac
n l-\;cling or aul.:c—:\l;irlg i the rmurg
miurdler of the child ar anuther child of the parent,
chilel or another child of the parerni
M

Alelany assadl that resig

b5 in serious bodily injury
The parent b

Minnesots

Whal Are Reasonabile Effores
Citatien: Ann, Sta, § 260.012
Reusonabile elfocts are made upoen the exercise of due dilige
culturally appropriaie ang available services o meel the neg
thase provided by the responsible
comununity,

When datermning whether e
anel family were: )

* Relevaitl 1o the salety and protection of the child
Uthe needs of the chiled and larmily
Culrorally appropriate

Adeguate 1o mee

Available and accessible
Consistent and limely

Realistic under the circumstances
Ih the case ol an taclian chilel,

the responsible sacial services
Child Welfare Act ot 1978,

When Reasonable Eforis Ave Required

Citaltiorn: Ann. Stat. § 240.012
The social services agency

as the burden of clermtmerating
Ithas made reasonable el

ithas made reasonalile ellarts to eliiin
he chilel with the chitl's

amily s\ the earligst possible
= hiha

s made reasonable efflors o finglize
permanent allermalive ames far the

Reasonable efforts 1o prevent placement ancl 1o re

amnily must be macle in

as subjecled the

allempiec penelrabian, or assaul

er or volunl:ary mansl

as had righis 1o the child'y siblings involuat

social services agency and other culiue

asonable efforts have been made,

forts to prevent placement of Lhe chil

ale the need for removal of the chiled [

an allernalive permanant home lor Lhe child,
chilel inside or outside of the Stale.

unify the child with tive parenl ar guardian are

all cases, except whan any ol 1he lollawing apply:

child o aggravated circumsiance 5, 85 provided

Lwith inlent 1o peagtala

Tollowing:

ent

aughier of another child of he parent, th

e dllempledd
orthe conspiracy or solicit

alion to commit the murder of the

lo the child or another child of (he paren

arily terminatec,

nee by the responsible socal service

5 Ageney 1o use
ds af the child anc} the child's |

amily. Services may includg
ally apprepriste services available in the

the court shall consider whather services Lo the chilg

agency must provide aclive ¢Horts, as recuired by the lnclian

that:
Jin loster care.

ram e childs home and 1o reunily
time,

and il has consiciered

NoLrequred

are.gowv

This matarial may

bie lreely reproclucedd ar
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When flensonable Eifarts Are NOT Recprired
Citation: Ana. Stat. § 260,017
Reasonable eflorts are not iccpuired when:

< Aparent hos subjected the child 1o egregious harm
The pacent’s parental rights to anather child
The chitel is an abandoned infant,

ave been lerminatecl invelualarily

The parent's custodial rights have bees involuntanly ransfered to

A determinatian has been macle that additonal reasonabile effors would he lutite and unreasonable under the
CrCuMmslances.

another relative.

The parent has baen convicied of murder, manslaughler, assault, ar assault witl: substantial bodly injury, or an
altemipl ar conspiracy to cammil any of these erimes, and the victim was another child of
The parent has been convicled of asy

€ Pargnl,
ault or assault with subss
chilel.

Landial boc!i'ly injury, and the vichin was the SLVIVIN G

Missiasippi

Whal Are Reasonable EHorts
Citation: Ann. Code Ea43.51.1

Family preservalion services are services designed to heip i
home piacemant of childven

arnilies alleviate risks or crises that might leacl to out-ol-
support Lo (

The services may inclucle procedures to maintain the salely of chilg

amilies gregparing 1o reunily o aclopt and as

support necessary to addiess their muluple needs in
P ¥ [

I','

lren iy their own homes,
sistance to Tamiligs in obtaining services and oiher

a cullurally sensilive environmenl.
amily support services are Preveniive cominunily-based aclvitie
tompetencies and hehaviors thal will increase the

sources of

s designed 1o alleviate steess and (o promote parental

alnlity of families 1o successiully nuriure theie childeen and will o
facoiics te use olher resources and opportunities available in the community, These
networks designed 1o enhance child-rearing abiliies of parents

and valnerability of lamilies. Examples of ihe

nable
services may include supportive

andd to help compensale lor the increased social isolation
se services and activities inclade:

Respile care lor parents and other caregivers

Farly developmental screening of children 1o assess their needs and assist
meel thair needds

ance in oblaining specilic services 1o
Menlocing, Wtoring, ond health education for youih

Acvange of cenler-based achvilies, such a3 inforaal inleractions in drop-in centers and Parenl supparl growps, ang
hewre wisiling prograrms

When Reasonable Efforts Are Requirecl

Citation: Ann. Code § A43-21.609

IMihe child has not been aken inle care previously, the court shall determing:

* Reasonable elions have been made o maintain the child within his or her own home vnless the circurmstances

allernalive \o cusiody,

Fhe circumstances are ol such an urgent nature that no reasonable affarts have been inace o mamiar the chilel
within his ur hier awn home, and there is no reasornable alternstive to custody.

INMihe count hinds that Lhe child shauld be raken inteo care, the

court shall order that reasonable elfors be made towaret
the reunilication of the childd with his or her {arnily.

warranl s o her remaoval, and there 15 no reasonable

Mhe child has been taken intg core belore the diy
were macle oy the Dy

position hearing, the court shall determing whether reasanabile ollons
artment of Human Sarvices Lo |

nalize the child's permanency plan thal was in ellect on the <aie of
the dispositon hearing.

this matenal ray he heely vepraduced and o
talormation Gateway, Avaitable anline

siribuled. Howeaver, when daing so, please crechit Chitd Wellare 258
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When Reasanable Efforts Are NOT Reguire
Citation: Ann. Code § 43-21-603(7]

Reasonalie eftarts te maintain the chiid wil
= The parenthas subjected the child to aggravated circurns!

foriure, chronic abuse, and sexual ahuse.

= The parent has been convicled of murder or valuntary mans
abeliing, alle

that results in the serious badily injury o t+

Conlinuation ol the child's res

sin hits or her home shall nol be required il the couvt dele

rrniaes hal:

ances, ncluding, but not Hmited 1o, abanclonmeny,

aughter of arother chile) of thay parent, aicking,
MpLNY, consoming, or soliciting to cammil that rurder or volunl

ary ranslaughter, or o lelomy assaull

e suiviving child ar another child of that porent.
The parental righis of the parent Lo a sibling have been terminaled involuntarily,

siclence within his or her own home wonld be contrary \n the wellare of the child

anl
Pacemeat of the child in losier care is in the best nteneavs of the child,

Migeouri

What Arg Reasanable EMorts
Ciration: Arn. Stal, § 211,183
The t
services relatec 1o meeling the needs of the pavenile and the family.

When Reaseaable Efforts Are Require
Citation: Ann. Stat. § 211,103

sonable eforts must be made:

To prevent or eliminalg the need for the removal of the child
* Alter removal, 10 malke it possible far the child 1o returm horme
When Reasonalile Effarts Are NOT Requirerl

Citation: Ann. Stal. § 211,163

The division shall nol be requiced (o make reasanable efforts, but it has the

corl has determimed that:
= The 13
acl ol incest.

atlernpted such act.

The pargnt has comrmitied 2 felony assault that resulted in

e “reasonable eflons” means the exercise of reasonable diligence an
9

arent has subjected the child 1o severe or recurrent acis ol phiysical,

The parvent las committed murder or voluntary manslavgier of snother childd of (he

d carg by the division to utilize all puailable

discrenion to make reasonable effons if he
emotional, o sexual abuse, including an

[revent, o sided, aberied, o

serious bodily injury 1o 1he child or to another chilel of
the parent

- T

e parent’s parental righis 1o a sibling have been terminalec involuntarily,

distiibuted. However, when doing so, please creclit Child Wellare 26
able anling at www‘r_‘hildwcl[arr-_“gc:v.’:‘.yslemwi(le/laws“policitrs.’slElll.llGS."reunily‘t:llIl



Reasorabke Vltaris 1o Proseeve o

: CReunily Familics and AChieyve Pertaniency for Childrer:
< UMy OF State Laws

www. childwellare.goy

Montana

What Are Reasornalble EfforLs
Citation: Ann. Code 41-.3.923

Reasonable ellons include, bt are noy limited o
Vc_;lum.—:nry Profechive services agraemenls

Dewve
- P

- lopment of indivicual writlen case plans specifying Stale elforis 1g reunily families
acement i lhe least disruplive selling possible

Provision of services pursuant 1o a ¢

Ase pl;.n‘l
= Puriodic review to ensure bmely progeess

When Reasonuble Effuris Are Required
Citalion: Ann, Code §41-3.4723

The: departmeny shall males reasonable ellons:
= Vo prevent the necessity of ramaoval ol

a chilel frarm a chilel's ome
To reunily farmilies that have been separated

When Reasorable Efforts Are NOT Required
Citaltion: Ana. Cocle §41.3-423

Neasonable eforrs are fol required i a court flinds by clear and convincing evidence thal o parent has:
© Subjected a ghild g sggravated circumslances, including abwsnconment, wrure, cheonic dbuse, sexual abuse, or
chionic, severe neglect

Commilted, aided, abewed, or atfempted Lo commit bornigicde of a childt

© Cormmitted aggravated assanlt aqainst a child
- Committed neglect of 3 chitd (hat resulted in seriaus bodily injury or death
= Had parental righis 1o a sibling rerminated ivaluntarily, and circumstances of the termination are relevant o the
pareny's ability 1o adequaiely care lor the child at issue
Pres

servalion or reunification SEMVICES arg Aot

requirec for a putative f
ailech o do any of the lolowing:

alther i the court linds that 1he pulaiive lather has
i

© Contnbuie 1o the support ol the chitd Tor an aggregate pedod of 1 year, although aivle 1o do 5o
. child, as dermonstrared byy:

sEmonthly when physically
Having regular contact with the child

Letablish o substanrial relationship with the
v Misiting the child al les and financially able 1o da 5o

» Manilesting an abilily and willingness o assume

legal and physical custadly of the child il Vie child was nat in
the physical crstody of the olher parent
Register with dhe pulative |

ather registry, been ackudic

ated 1o be the father of the chile {
SUpPRort, or bDeen recorded on the

or the purposes ol ehild
child’s birth certificate as the chilel's father

Nebraska

What Are Reasonable Effors
Citalion: Rev. Siar, §13.532(2)
When children and lamilies recuice assistonce lrom g Srate department or
andd reasonable eliors shall be m
restriclive methocl consisten Uwalt
ol the chiirl or fnmily reguining

e paramaount conmeeen

agency, the healih and salely of the child s
ade 1o provide such assisianceg in the least inry sive ancl loasi
" the needs of the child and 1o deliver such

assislance 25 rlose Lo the home communily
assistance as possible.

Ahis iatgnal may be freely

reproduced an clistrilbyed However, when cloing 50, Ple;\sc-: crecht Child wellnre
Inlarmation Q.‘_liqwny Availabile anline al www.childwelfyre.

gov/systemwide/laws_policies/sial ules/ieuniiy.clm
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When Reasonable Ellorts Are Re

quired
Citation: Rev. Stal. g 43-203.01
Reasonable eflars shall be made:

Priov to placement 1o prevent or eliminate the need for removing the juvenile from the hame
< Yo make it possible lar the juvenile to return home salely
Ta place ihe juvenile in imely manner

elfans is de

. and 1o finolize a permanent placement if contimaalion of reasonabsle
termined to be inconsislent with [he permanency plan

When Reasonalble Efforts Are NOT Required

Ciravion: Nev, Stat §43-283.0n0

Reasonable eflorts to preserve and reunily the lamily are
- They

not requiced if the coun has detenmined vhian:
rent has subjected the juvenile or anothe

r eninor child to aggravated circumstance
abandonment, torture, chronic abuse, or sexual

s, inclucling

abuse.
* The parent has committed murder or voluntary manslasghter of another child, or sided, abened. or atiempled Lo
SO such o oerime
« The parent has comrmitied felony assault resulting in serious bodily injury to the child ar another chile,
- The pareny has been convicled of felony sexual assault ol the olher parent of the chile.
= The parent's parenial nghts o ancther child have baen terminated invaluntarily,
Nevada

What Are Reasonable Elforts
Citalion: Rev, Srar. § 1378.993

Reasonable cioris have been mode if an agency has exercosed diligence and care in arcargpng appropriste and avalable
services lor the child
When Reasonable Efforts Are Required

Citation: Rev. Stal. § 47328.393

Reasonable elfors rmust e made:
* Belore placement of the child in laster care to prevent or eliminale the need lor removal rom the home
Yo make it posable to retuen home salely

= cominuation of reasonable elorts is determined (o be inconsis
mea timely wanner and 1o linalize o permanent place
When Reasonable Efiorts Are NOT Required
Citatiea: Rewv. Stat, § A328.393

i

tent with the permanency plan, o place the child
ment

Reasonable eflors are noy required if the court lings:

A pavent has commitied, aided, abetted, or atternprad to commil murder o voluntary manslaughrer
A parent caused the sbuse or neglect of the child ar another child thal resulied substantial bodily harm o was

acceptable risk 1o the healih and welfare of 1he child,
A parent has abandoned the child far 60 days or lailed 10 m

The parent’s parental righis (o » sibling have been termin

50 exlreine o repelilious as to resull in an g

ake more than token contact lur & mont)s
atecl involuniarily.

The child or a sibiling was previously removed from the home and has been subsequently remaoverd due 1o

adchional abuse or neglect,

The child s younger thar age 1, the father of the child i not martied Lo the

maother of the child, and he has laded
to visit the child, commance proceedings to establish paternity, ar provide support.

The child is younger than age 1 and was delivered o a provider of e

MErGEnCy sgrvices,

This material ray e eely reproduced and distributed. However, when doing 50, please credi Child Wellare
Inlormation Gniewny Ay
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New Fampshire

What Are Reasonable Elforts
Citation: Rev. Stat. § 149.C:24-5
Reasonable elforts are services o the tamily thal are accessible, available, and a
When Reasonable Sflorts Are Reouirec

Citation: Rev. Stal. § 169-C:24-a

Reasonable eflorts must be made:

To prevent placement
- To reunily the Family

To ke and finalize a aew permanent home lor the child
When Reasonable Eilorts Are NOT Required

Citation: Rev. Stav. § 169.C:24.5

The Stave age

maore of the lollowing circumslances exist:

recent 22 maonths,
= The court has determinee that the chiled has been shandoned
The parent has been convicted of murder of another child of the parent,
child's olher pacent, or olher persons related by consanguinity or allinity,
the defendant
The parent has been convicied ol manslaughter of another child of the parent.
The parent has been convicted of

PrRropoate,

ney shall discontinue reasonable elfors and file » petition for termination of o

The cluld has been in an sut-of-home placement due o 3 fincling of child neglect or sbuse Tor 12

a sibling or

arearal cighus when one or

ol the most

slepsibling of the child, 1he

including a minar chiled whe resiced wilh

attempl, solicitalion, or conspiracy 1o commit any of the oflenses specilied
abave.

The parent has bheen convicted of a felony assault that resulted in injury 10 the child,
chibel, the child's

resicled with the detendant

New Jersey

Whal Are Reasonable EMorls
Citalion: Ann. Stat. § 30:4C-15.4

The leym “reasonalsle

conditions that led ta placemeant of the child and to reinforce larmily structure, ingluding:
+ Consultation wilt

v he parent in developing a plan for appropriste services
Providing the services agread upon
= Informing the parent of the child's progress, development, and health
< Faalitating approprate visitaton
When Reasonable Efforts Are Required
Citation: Amn, Stat. § 30:4C-11 1
Reasonable ellorts must be macle:
-

Pnor to placement, 1o presarve the amily in arder to prevent the Ao

Alter placeinent, ta make it possible far the child o return home salely

permacent placement of the child

a siblig o stepsilsling ol the

ather parenl, or other persons related by consanguiniiy or allimity, inclucing a mines child wha

elforts” means atlempls by an agency 10 assisl parents in remedying the circumstances and

ed for remaving the child lcarm the home

v any case where ceunificalion is ot the permanency plan, 1o place ihe child in a urnely manaer and fmalize the

Tis malenal may be freely reprodivend ang distr
Informaiion Guleway. Avail

Luled. Howeves, when duing so, please cradil Cluld Wellarg 29
able onling at www childwellace.gov/systemwide/Aaws_policies/stalutes/ieunily. ¢l
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When Reasonable EHarts Are NOT Require:l

Citation: Ann. Stat, §§ 30AC-11.7 30:4C11 .3
Reasonable efforts 1o reunify the child with the Tarnily are not recuired whern
The parent has subjected the child to aggravated circumsiances of

The parent has heen convicted of murder or mansl
such a crime:

abiuse, neglect, cruelly, or abanclanrment
- aughter of & child; aicing, abeiling, or atle
ar coummitting or allempting to cammit an assault re
The parent’s parenial rights o ancther child have bee
Reasonab!

mpting 1o commit
sulting in sericus Lodily injury 1o a ¢hilgl,

o terminated involuntanly,
€ ellods o prevent placement are not cequired when:
Removal ol the ehiled

was necessary due to mminent danger to the chilel's §if
Elforts (o prevent placement were not reason

-

e, safety, or health.
able due 1o risk of harm to the child's health or salely,

Mew Mesxico

Whatl Are Reasonalile Efforts
Citation: Amn. Stat, § 32A-4-21
P

feasenable eflorts may include:

T Anintervention plan designed to achieve placement of the child in ihe le
with the bestinterests and special needs of the childd, including a staterment of the likely harm the child may suller
2eacesalt of Lemng removed lrom he parents’ home, including emational hare thai may resull due Lo separation
rvention planis designed 1o place the child in close

astreslictive selting availabie | consistent

fraom the ahild's parents, and a staternent ol how the inte
proximily to the parents” home without causing haren to

the child due 1o separation liom pacgnts, siblings, or any
other person who may significanily alf

ect the child's best interests
Sevvices ollered Lo the child, his or her tamily, and the

When Reasanable Elforls Are Recquired
Citation: Ann. Stat. § 32A.4.22

loster care Tamily

Reasanable effarts shall be madle:

To prevent ihe removal of the child fiorm the child's farnily
To reunite the child wilth the child's larniily

< o implement and linalize Uve permanency plarin a timely ranner when reasonable elloits to reunily are nol
recpirec

When Reasonable Effarts Are NOT Required
Civation: Ann, Stat, G 32A.0.2; 32A.0.00

leasonable efons ace not required when:
* The elfons would be utije.
+ The parenl has subjected the child to aggravated circomslances.
Aggravated circumstances are thase in which the parent, guardian, or custodian has;

© Allempled, conspired o cause, or caused great bodily harin to the child or great badily harm or death o the
child’s sibling

* Anempted, conspired \o cause, or caused great bodily harm or death 1o another pareal, guardian, or custodian of
the clhilel

Attempied, conspired Lo subject, or has subjecied the child @ torure, chronic abuse, or sexoal abuse
Had parental rights over a sibling of the child terminated involuntarily

This mateial may be freely reproducad and disir
Wlormation Gale

buted. However, when doing so, please credit Child Wellae 30
way Available online at www chilclwel!aue.ggow‘gyst‘r-::nwndef‘laws_polvc-es/slaC\.ltes/rmlnily‘clrn
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New Yorl

What Are Reasonalsle EMHars
Oration: Soc. Serv, Law & A4l

The term “diligent effons” means reasonable atlempis by an agency to assist, develop, and encourage a meaninglul
relabionship between the parent and child that include but are not limited 1o:

Consulting anc tooperating with the p

arents Lo develop a plan far appropnale services

*+ Making swtable arrangements for the pareal to visit with the child
* Providing services and ather assistance so thal Peoblems preventing the child's discharge from care can be
resolved

Informing the parents ol the clile's progress, development, and health
Making suitable serangements with a correctional facility for an incarceralad parent 1o visit with the cluld, il such
visiting s5n the best interests of the child

When easonable Eflarts Are Reguired
Citation: Soc¢. Serv. Law 8 358-a
Reasonable eliarts must be macle,

-

Moo placement 1o prevent or eliminate the need lar re
To make il pussible for the child to return home

Il e peranent plan for the child is oliver than reunification, to rmake and linalize the alternative PeErmanarnl
Placement

rmoval of the child lrom the home

Whern Reasonable Eflorls Are NOT Reguired
Citation: Soc. Serv. Law §§ 358-a; 384.%

Reasmable eflons ore not requirecd when the count determings that:
+ The parent has subjected the child 1o aggravated circumsiances, where the child Tias heea either severely or
repealecdy abused

* The parent has been convictad of murder ar mansladghier, and the victirm was anather child of the parent,
arily in committing such ¢rime,

The paicnl has been convicted of an aliempt to commit any of 1}
viction was the chil

Howaver, the parent must have acled volunt

e sbove critmes, and the vicrim or inlencle
d or another child of the parent; or has heen convicled of CONspining, sohciling. or lacilitating
any of the alzave crim

25, and the victum or intended victim was the child or another child al the parent,

The parent has been convicled of assault or aggravaled
erne resulled in serious physical injury to the child o another child of the narent,

The parental rights of Whe parent 1o a sibiing of the child have been involuntarily terminaled.
Ewdence ol diligan etloms by an agency 1o encourage and strengthan the parental rel
when

assanll UROn a person younger than age 11, and the

atianshipy shall not e requicac)
= The pareni has lailed Tor o peiod of 6 manths to keep the agency

Anvincarceraterl parent has lailed on more than one oceasion while incarceraled 1o conperale wilh an avthorized
agency mits ellons 1o help ihe parent plan for the [uture of the child or in the agency’s eflons 1o plan
visils with the chiicl.

apprised of his or hes lncation
2

and arrange

North Caroling

What Are Reasonable EHarts

Citation: Gen. Stat, §§ 13101 TR-507

"Reasonable ellorns” means the diligentuse of shuse prevention or reunification services by the Department al Social

Sevices when a juvernle rernainiug ol home or retuming home is consistent wilh aclmievinc_] a sole, peemanent hinneg
able period ol time. If a court of competent pisciction delermings that the juvenile is

not e e retuined hore, then reasenable efloits are the ditigent and umiely use of permanency plonming service

and implement a permanent plan for the juvenile

lar the juvenile within a reagen

sy a
departanent of social services to develop

This malerial may e rap
Information Gateway Ay

ly veprochiced and disuibuoted. However, when doing 50, please crecht Child Wellare
ailalile online ot www. childwell
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When Reasonable EHorts Are Reauire
Citation: Gen. Stal, 8§ 7R-101: 7R.507

Reascnable eflorts rwst be macle:

» o prevent or eliminate the nead lor pl

acernent of the Juvenite oul of the home
To develop and irmplemant a permangat plan §
retuined home

When R

or the child when a court delermines that the juvenile is nol 1o e

asonabie Efors Are NOT Requirecd
Citation: Genr. Stat. 5§ 783-101; 78-507

The court may direcy that reasanable efiorts are not required when:

« The ellans cleardy would e futile or mnconsistent with the juvenile's hiealth, safety, ancl need lor a sale, permanent
home within o reasonable period of time,

= The parent has subjected the child 1o aggravated circumslances, including shaadanment, torure, chranic abuse,
ar sexual abuse.

s The pacant’s Pareral rights to anolher chitd have been e

reninied involuntarily,
=t has commitied musder or voluniary manslaughler of

O commit murder or volumary manslaughter of the child or

The parent has commirled a felony assault that resubtec in serious bodily injury 1o the ehild or
parenl,

The part

another child or has aided, abetied, or atlempled
anather child of the parent.

another child of the

North Daltota

What Are Reasonable Efforys
Citation: Cent, Code § 27-20-32.2

The term “reasonable eflors” means the exercise, by the agency granted authorily over the child, of due cdiligence in
using appropriste and available services o meet the needs of the child and his or he lamily in orde
of the chilel fram the childl’s farcily or. after remaoval, to use appropriate and avail
removal, L reunite the child and his or her [amily, and Lo rmainl
e be made with respect 1o

ro prevent removal

able services 1o eliminale the need o

ain family connections, In determining reasonable ellors
y J

a chite undler thig section, ancl in making reasonable efforls, the chi

s health and salety rust
I.)C 1"1(_" I..']E_'ll'c','lr'i'lC]Ul'll COneE,
When Reasonable Elforts Are tequired
Citation: Cent. Code § 27-20-32 2
Reasonable efons must be made to preserve famnilies, revnily families,

frioe to the placerment of 5 chilel in loster care, o preven or al
her hiome

and maintain family conneciions:
iminate the need lor cemavivgg the child o bis ar
T malee it possible for a child w returm safely 1o his or her home
© o place sibings i the same foster care, relative, guardianship, or adoplive placement, unless it is dele
that such ajoint placement would be contrary io the salety or well-being of

rminect
la the case of siblings remove

any of the siblings
d fiom their home who are not jomtly placed, 10 provide (or lrequent visitalion or
other ongoing visitation between the siblings, unle

88 iLis contrary te ihe salely or well-being ol any ol the siblings

This inaterial raay e treely
Inormation Gateway. Avail

reproduced and disiributed. However, when daing so, pleass credin Child Wellae
able anline ot www. ¢hilc
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When Ressanable Efforrs Ace NQT Requireel

Citalion: Cent. Code 8§ 27-20-02; 27-20-32.2

Reasanabile eflomns are nol recuiced il

© The parer hag subjected the child 1o agyravated circumstances, in which o parent;
Abandans, tortures, cheonically abuses, or sexitally abuses a child

Fails 1o make subistantial effor o secure treatment for an addiction, mental liness. or other condition lor 1

yearar ene-hall a chilel's litetime, whichgver fime period is less

Engages in deviant sexuat acls, sexual abuse, et in which the victin i a child

Commits murder, manslanghiter, or negligenl‘ly cavses the cleath of another, or Ihe atlempl o commil siwh

crimes, and the victin is anather child of the parent

Commits aggravaled assaull in which the victim is a child of the parent and suflers serious boclit

Commily assauly, aggravated assaull,

¥y injury
reckless endangerment or recrorizing in which
mitended vicling

a chilel is the victin or
Hlas bseen incarcerated uader o seler

e foe which the release date is:
o a child age 9 or alder, slter the chilal's

he case ol a

Inthe case of rmajarity

child under age 9, ofter the child is

twice the child's current age
The pareat has kel parental rights 1o

another child terminated involuntarily,

NMosthern Marviana lslonds
What Are Ressonable Eftarts
This issue is not adeiessed in the stawles reviewed.

When Reasonable Efiorts Are Required

Thas issue s nol addressed in the staiutes revieweel

When Ressonable Eilors Are NOT Required

This issue s noy adddressed in the statyles reviewecl,

Ohie

What Are Reazonable Efarts
Civation: tev. Code & 2151.419
Reisonable eflons are wlevant services provided by the agency 16 the family of the child.
When Reasanable Eifars Are Required

Citation: Rev. Code § 2151.419

Ressonable eforts must be made:

To prevent removal of the child lrorm the ¥

home
Tes @limin

ale the continued remaval of the childl [ror home
To make iy Paters

ible for the child to retyra safely horme

This enaeria may be lizely reproduced and distribuled. However, when doing so, plesse ¢redit Child Wellace
formiation Gateway Available onling 21 www childwellare

A4
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When Reasanable Eilarts Are NOT fequired
Citation: Rev. Code § 2151.419

i court shall delernine that reasenabls effarts are not required il any of the lollowing apply:
© The parent has been convicled of murder ar volurtary manslaughter of
The parent bas been canvicled of assault, anclang

sexval impasition of the

anolher child in the househuld

ering children, rape. sexual baltery, corruplion ol a minor, or
chilel or another child in the household,

The pareat has been convicied

of conspiracy or alterapl to carnmit, or complicity in commilting,
deserbed above.

an offense

The pacent has repeatedly withheld medical treatment or lood from the child.

The pareat has placed the child at substantial sk of harm two or more times due Lo diug or alcobol sbuse and
has rejecten] realment twa or more times.
The parent has abandoned the child.

The parenl’s parental rights to another child have bieen terminated invelantarily,

Olelahama

What Are Reasonable Effores
Citation: Ann. Suav. TiL 108, § 1-4-008
Fflactve May 21, 260Y

The court shalt delerming whether the nature and extent of se
are adeguate 1o ensure the salely of the child and 1o

vices being provided 1o the child and the child's parentls)
protect the child ram fucther [hysical, mental, ar ernclional hasm,
Or to correct the conditions that led to the adjudication '

When Reasanable Eflarts Are ltecuired

Citation: Anm. Stat, Tit, T0A, §51-4-201; 1.4-808
CHeclive May 21, 2009

Heasonable eHlons are requirec:
.

To prevent the remaval ol the chitd lrom the child’s harme

To provicls Tor the sale rewwm of the child o the child'’s own home

To place the child in a timnely manner in accordance with the

reasonable eflons o reunite the child with his or her family
To place sibhings, when the

permanenty plan when the coun has detenmined ihat
are not required

y have been remaved lrom the home, logelher in the same {oster care, guarchanship,
o adopuve placement
T prowcle for [:'(::L‘.]l.!c-:nl visitalion or oth

gr ongoing inleraction in the case ol silblings who have been re
wha e not placed together

rnvecl anel
When Reasonable Efforis Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann. Stal, Ti, 0N, §1-4-009

Elective May 21, 2009

Reasonable effors are not required if the count linds, based upon a preponderance ol the evidence, that:
+ Vhe parent or legal guardian of the child, who is an fant age 12 morihs or younger, has abandaoned the child
The: parent or fegal guardian of the child his:

Committed murder ar manslaughter of any child

Aided or abeugd, allempted, conspired, or solicited to commit the murcler or manslaughter of any chill

Committed a felony assault upon any child that resulied in serious bodlily injury

n o Subyeciad any cluld to aggravated circurmstances, including, but aar imited o, heinous and shocking abuse or
neglect

-+ The parental righits of a parent 1o the child’s sibling have been terminated involuntarily.

This matenal may Le resty reprocuced and disteibuted. However, when doing so, please aredit Child Wallare
Intormation Gateway. Available on

3
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Oregon

What Are Reasonable Effarty
Citation: Rev, Star, & 2196.340

Reasonable ellors include preventive and reunif

Foe an laglian chiled, the depa

designed Lo prevent the bre

ication services.
tment must male active eiforks
akup al the Indian family.

Whea Reasonable Elforis Are Required

Citatiorn: Rev. Siat, §5219B,340

Lo provide remedial services and rehabilitavive progoans

Reasonable eilarts must be mace:
* To prevent or eliminale the need for removal of the

Tomalke it possivle for the child 1o re

child rom the home
rn home salely
When Reasonable Elforts Are NOT Requirecd

Citalion: Rev. Stat. § 11913.340

The courr rmay (ind (hat the department is not requirecd 1o make reasonable eflorts if one of the [oliowing circumstanges
oxislsy
© The parent has subjected the child o aggravated circumstanges includirg,

Lut not limited 1o, the lstiowing:
v The pacent by ahuse o neglect has cansed the dealh of any child,
o The parent has avempled, soliciled. or conspived 10 cause the death of any chitd.
» The parert by abuse or neglect has coused serioys physical injury (o any child,
v The parent bas subjected any child te rape, sodormy, or sexusl abuse.
» The pareat has subjected any child to intentional starvation or Lorture.
v The parent has abandened (e child,
o The

parent has unlawlully caused the death of the other parent of the child.
The parent has been convieted in any juriscliction of one of the fo}

» Murder or manslaughier of another ¢

lewing crimes;

hild of the pargnt
v Aucling, alseiting, Alemplng, conspiing, or soliciting to commit
Felony assanlt that results in

The pareals nghts to anothe

»n

any such crime
serious physical injury 10 the child or anothar child ol ihe pare
v child have beena tereninated invalunt

nl
. anily.

Pennsylvania

Whiat Are Reasonable Cliorts
Citation: Cons, Stal. Ti. 238637, T 42, 8 6351
Reasonable elions include:

© Rlfodis wo assist the child and tha child's parent

Preventive services
When Reasonable Efforts Are Requirec

Citatian: Cons. Seat. Tit 23, § 6373 Tie, A2, 5 4351
fleasonable eflars rmust he macle:

= Yo pravent or elimingle the necd lor reinoval of the chiid from the heme
- Tomake i possible o the child to return home

To bnahze the permanency plan in ellect
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When Reasanalle SHarts Arg NOT Reguired
Citation: Cans. Stat. Tit, 42, §6 6351; 4302

Reasonalile effors are naol required if the court has cletermined that aggravated circumstances exist and no few or
addivianal ellons are requirecl. Aggravated circumstances inclucle any ol the following:
The chifel is in the custody of a county

cdoes not claim the child withury

. agency: the identity or lacation of the parents is unknown; and the pare
months or has (siled 1o mainlain contact for a period ol A manths,

ier child of the parent has been the victim of serioys physical sbuse, sexunl violence, or
aggravaled physical neglect by the parent,

sl
The child or anail

The parent has been convicled of any of the lollowing crimes in which the vichim was a chilel: cenninal henwicicls,
aggravaled assaull, rape, slatutory sexual assault, indecen assault, or the allempl to commit
The parant’s parental rights 1o another chiled have been terminated involuruarily,

any such crine.

Puaerto 1ice

What Are Reasonable Ellorts
Citation: Ann. Laws T, g, G 447
The department shall make use of resources flor the support of indlividuals,
intarmnal ane exteenal resnurces ol the depa

amilies, and the community, as well ag
Al
condivons ol Tamilies that may enel

rtment ancl other public and nongovemmenlal agencies, (o mprove the fiving
anger the life and salety of a minor.

When Reasonable Efforts Arp Reauired

Citation: Ann. Laws Til. B, § 4475

leasonable ellons shall be made te ensure the well-bieing
ol the Tamily prior to the remaval of

reasonable ellans shall be made hor
Mareaver, support service

and full protection of the minar and 1o preserve the inlegrily
a minor rom his or har horme. Alver removing a rminar lrom his or her home
# period Aot to exceed 12 moaths 10 reynite (he MIAor with his ar her [

amily,
s shall continue cnce the minor is pennanently ploced.
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Inlormation Gateway. Availalale online

and disinbuied, Mowever, when doing so, please credit Child Wellare 1
at www.chi'.r_lwelf.arc‘govlsy:'.temwidc:’iaws_policic sfstatules/renunily el



Resnsnnahle Effory 1 Proateve or Hewnify Familics aael Avhicws ‘I’cz':'lle.llil*.‘l'l(:y for Chilcteen:
Smsacy o Sk e Lidws

v chilchwelfare

oy

When Reasonalle CfHares Are NOT Required

Citation: Ann. Laws Tt 8, § 4475

N ressonale ehorts shall be undertaken under the

The parent sulfecs rom a mental disability of such rnagnitude that it preve
the child,

lollowing circurnstances.

s the parent liom carig propedy lar

* The child has Lieen Previously removed rom (he home, and afller being relumed home, he or she is again mage g
victim of abuse, sexual abuse and/or neglact,

* The parent has been deprived of patria petestas ol anather child and s beea unable Lo resolve the problems
hatled 1o the lags of patna potesias,

The parent has caused severe Physical harm, abuse, and/or neglect ol the
Physical mernval

child, putting the child's heaith and
ave risk.

and emalionsl integrity at qr
The parent has cormmired:

v Murder, assault, ar mihlatieyn

tape, neeEst, or lewd o chscene acis

Tralficking ol individaals for sexunl puiposes

Remillance. ransportation, sale, clisteilbution, publication, exhibition,

Xpasing minars 1o those crirmes
Kidnappng or aggravated kidnapping
Abandonment of iAoy

of pessession of obscene materials or
obscene shows, anel @

v Abcuction ar perversion ol minors

eiting a minar o COMINIL a crime
The parent covers upR ar conspir

25 10 CoMmmil one
EHocs to change

armore of the crimes shove,
nov succeeded 12 months
athe or she has no interest in being
Al cerifies that the parent suff
retura of the minor 1o the cuslody of

the behavior of the parent have alrer the service plan was imjtiaree
The parent hag statec) th reunited wilh the minor,
A healih-care prolession ers from a chronic controliael sulast
hal prevents he

e ahuse problem
the parent within a

pedod of 12 monhs of initi
proceclures,

ating \he

Rhade siand

What Are Reasanable Fifors
Citalion: Gen. Lyws 510111229

Reasonable eflurts are measores taken Lo preserve ang ceunify [
Elforts Areg flequired

Citatian: Gen, Laws § 40-11.992 7

amilies,
Witn Reas onalsle

Reasonable elfarig must be m

- 1~

acle:
rior o placement of a child in fosier care o prevent or climinate the nee
the child with a retative
e child to retuen home safely
llosts is determined to be inconsi
Wl in o tmely manngr ancl finatize

that may inchude placement of
To make it possinle for
M cominuation of ¢
ct

d for remaving the child ram e horme

stent with the permanency plan lor
apermanent placement

the child, to place the
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Infermation Ganlr:wny Available anling g1 www.chifdwe”are.gow’sy

when doing so, please credit Childl Wellare 07
s-lc-?rnwlr.lo..’laws__policies/slal|.|tcsf|m|mfy.r,lm



Heasomable Fiions v Vieserve o Rewsify Familics and Achieve Permanency for Chitdren,:
SOy OF S Linary

www.childwelfare.gov

When Reasanalile Ellorts Are NOT Required

Citation: Gen. Lyws §A40-11-12.2
Reasonable ellors are not required il a court delermings thal:
The parent hag subjected any child 1o conduct of
The parent hag

o cruel and abusive nalure.

» Commitied murder of anether child of the parent
Subjected the child 1o 3ggravaling circumsiances, including abandonment, torlure, chronia abuse, or sexual
abuse

Committed volunrary manslaughler af anather child of he parentor alempled to commit such crime
sults in seious bodily injury of the child or anolher child o the parent
arenlal rights 1o a sibling of the child have been terminated involun

Comamitted a (elony assault that re
= The parents P

arily

South Caroling

Whal Arg Ressonabile Eflorts
Citation: Ann. Code § 63-7-1480
Reasonable allorts inclide services 1o the p

arents or guardian
visiLalion arrangemenls,

andl the child, as well as the lacation of the plhcement and
When Reasonable EHorts Are Required
Citation: Ann. Cocdle 88 63-7-720; 43-7-1640
Reasonsble eHoris must he made by the depariment to prevent remaval of the child unless the coort liads tha!
continuabion ol the child in the home woulel b contrary 1o the wellare of the ehild,

The Tamily cour may rule on whether reason
regaidiong removal of castody, review ol ameg

permaneicy planning,

able elloris to preserve or reunify & family should e required in hearings
ndinents to a placement plan, review of the status of a chilel in losker care, or
When Reasonable EHorys Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann. Code § 63-7-1440

The family court may aulhorize the

department 1o Lermin
lollowing conditiong exist

ate or lorego reascnable ellorls when one or miere ol he

The parent has subjected the child 1o one

or more agoravaled Circurmstances, including severe or repeated abuse
ar neglecn, sexial abuse, torure, or abandonment.

The parent has been conviced of murcler or voluntary
attempling o commil such crime

The physical abuse of e child has re

ancl the alsus

manslsughver ol another chilel of the parent o of aiding,
abetting, or

sulled in the childs death or admission o the
e s an act for which (he parent has bhe

hospital lor in-paticnt care,
commit, or soheiting an ollense

en convicled lor commilting, aiding. alye

UWirng, conspiring 1o
criminat domestic viole

against the pecson, nee, o assaull and 1.‘):-.lll(:‘ry.

The parental rights of the parent 1o 5 sibling of the child have bee
atmake continuation
permanest plan for the child.

n lerminated involunlarily.

Other circumstances exist 1h or implementation of ressen

able eflarts mcansistent with the
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South Dalkota

Whal Are Reasonable EMfarts
Citatiaon: Ann, Laws § 26821
Theterm “reasonable ellorrs”

- MAe

reans the provision by the department of any services or assistance thay:
sppropriaie forthe child's parants

including instruction on parenting
Are availabile or could be made available without undue linancial burde
Waould have a significant likelihood

non the department
from severe emotianal ¢

M peotecting the child fram substantiol danger ta his or ber physical healil or
amage while enabiling the child 1o remain in the home or 10 be returned 1o the home
When Rensonable €ifors Are fRequired

Cilation: Ann. Laws § 26-BA-21
Reasamable efiorms mvsl be made:

* Prior o removal of an alleged or adjudicaled abused or neglected child o prevent or eliminate ihe need (o
remoaval frarm the hame

= Tomake wpossible loe the elild relurn home il he or she has been (e

When Reasonabile Efforts Are NOT Required

Citation: Ann. Laws § 26-BA-211

moved leom the home

Rensonable efos Lo reunily

are nov requireel when the parent:
Has committed murder, manslaughler, rape,
Committecl aggravaied sssault ag
Has subjecied the child
physical, meatal,

incest, sexual exploitation of a minor, or
ainst the child or another child of the paren|
or another child 1o ortyre or

alnse or cruelty 1o a miner

sexual abuse: abandonment for al le
or @rnational injury; or chronic neglect

sincarceraed and unavailabte o care for the child
Has hic paceatal rights 1o

ast b6 months: chronie

during a significant period of the chitaly minorily
another child lerrninateel involumewily
Has o documeniad history ol abuse o neglect associated with chronic alcohol or g
Has exposed the child 1o o demenstrated an in

substantial harm, and 1he child or

was adjudicated abused ancl ne

ug abuse
ability to protect the chitd from subsiani
anciher chiled has been removed from the o)
glectad by a court on at least one Previous oc
Has exposed the child 1o ar demonstrated an in
substanhal harm: (he chile} has e
departiment olered or provide

athanm or the risk of
arenl’s custody because he or she
casion

alsility 1o protect the child fram substantial barmn or the
en removed frorn the parents cus
d [ar'nily SEMVICES on &

risk of
tody an two separate occasions: and the

ach of the \wo separate occasions Lhe child was remaverl
© Has exposed the chitel ta or clemonstrated an inability to protect the ehild fram substantial harm or risk of haen
resullnng lrorm a <hme, act, or emission fisted above
Tenngssee

What Are Reasonable Effors
Citation: Ann. Cocde § 37-1-106

The teem “reasonable eflorly” means the e

xercise ol reasonable care and dihigence
services related Lo mee

by tha department 10 provide
tiag the needs of the child and he {amily
When Reasonable Gllors Are Required
Citalion: Ann. Cade § 37-1-166

Reasonabie eflors rus) be made:
= Yo prevent the need (o removal ol the ehild frons tne child's laenily

To make it possivle for the child 1o relurn home

Ter place the child i a tirnely rm

are necessary 1o hnalize the

o big inconsisient with the

annarin accordance with the Permanency piaa, and lo enimplate whatovee steps
permaneni placement of the child, if conting

ation ol reasonable etlorts is cerermined
permanency plan for the child

This mzterial may e lrzely reproduced ancl distributed. Flowever, when doing 5o, please credit Child Wellare
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When leason

able Efforis Are NOT Requirecd
Citation;

Ann, Code §8§ 16-1-1 0209, 371146
Reasonable eflors shall nol be required il a court h

as determined that:
T™he parent hag suibjected b

- he child or any child in the

household o aggravated cireum 1
andonment of an infant

»

Abandomment or ab

» Aggravaled assaglp

ANces, |r\(:1\_lc|ir1qi

Aggravaled kidnapping or espeaally aggravated kidnapping
v Aggravated child abuse and neglect

Aggraviled sexual exploitation of a minar or especially aggravated sexual exploitation of a mine,
Agaravated rape, rape, rape of a child, or incest
v Severe child abuse, as delined in §37-1102
The parent has commited murder or m

anslaughter ol any sibling ar ather chilg resicling inthe
acled, aberted, or attempred such crirme,

houschold, o

* The parent has commited a felony assault that resulied in sedous bodily injury 10 any ¢hild residing in the
househald
= The parental rghts of the Parentto ancther child have bear tarminated irwol‘urnlari!y‘
Tenas

What Are Reasonalyle Effors
Citalion: Family Code § 262.001

I eetermining the reasonable effons that are required 1o be made with re
remove s child lrom the ehilels home ar to m
smlc-:ly are lhe parnn'lc)umt CONCEmS,

Whegn Re

specl Lo preventing or eliminatic

W the need (o
a child Lo the child's home, the ¢

ake H possible w relwm wlels healih anel
asonable Eorts Are Required
Citation: Family Code §§ 262.001; 242 2015
Reasonable ellons musgt e made:

- Mo prevent or gliminate the aeed to remaove a child fronm the
i o return horme
To linolize the Permanent placeme

child's home

= To make o possible for the chi

ntof a child lor whom the court h

telorn tha child home are nat requirad

25 made 2 finding that reasonable effarts 1o

This imateril may be freely reproduced
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When Reasonable Efferts Are NOT Required
Cilation; Family Code § 262.2015

Yhe cowl may watve the reqQuirement Lo make reasonable elforts if the couet fineds that the
Lo aggravoled crcumsiances such as the lollowing:
The parent abandoned the chitd without
= The

parent has subjected ihe chile
- a means af identilying the chile
chilelis & victin of serouy bodily wjuy o sexual abuse inllicyad by the parent or anoiher Paerson wilhy 1he
parenl’s consent,
The parent has committed inurder or mansfaughler of a child, indecency with a child
assaull injury 1o a child, abanconing or endangering

vaexual assoul agyravaled
child, Possession or promaolion o

a child, prohibited sexual conducl, sexual
Fehild poraagraphy, or continuous sexual abuse of a child.
anly lelu the child aione or ia the possession of anather parson for
expressing the intent 1o return and without Providing adecuate suppont

The pareau's parental rights Lo anothier child have been terminated invaluntarily based on
parent knowingly placed or allowed the child Lo rem
cenduct, that endangered the child's physic

perlonmance by a
The parent voiung

atleast 6 months witheul
{or Uhe child,

a finchng \hat the
ain in concitions or surrounding

5, ar wilh parsons engagea in
al or emotional well-being.

The parent has been convicled for the murder or voluntary manslaughler of saother child, or aiding. alagtting, or
allempting such crime,
The parent has been convicted of a felony ass

ault that resulied in serious bodily injury o the chilel or another child
ol he parent.
The pareat’s parental rights wilk regard to two ather children have been involuntarily terminated.

Utah

What Are Reassanable Efflarts
Citation: Ann. Code § 700-6-312

The civision shall make reasonable ¢

florts 1o provide serviges 1o the child
|

and the child's parent lor the purpose of
acihlating ceuvnilication ol the tamily lar a specified period of tme.
When Reasonable EHorts Arg Required
Citation: Ann. Code 4§ O2M-Na-203; TUA-6-312
Because the removal of a child lrom his of ber home
drarnatie, Wongg-enm impact an a child, the
Whien poss

aflects protecled, conslituliona) rights ol the parent and has a
division shall:

ible ancd aparepriale, wilhoul danger
gliminale the need lor remeoval ol

ta the child's wellare, make reasonable elions o prevent or
Determime whether Uere

a child frarn the child's home [prios o placeme
5 subsianual cavse 1o belicve Lha o

ntin substilute core
of abwse o aeglect prior o remaving the

child has been abused or neglecied o is danger
child lrom his or her hame

When it is possible and apropriate, make reasonable ellons to make it possible lor s child in substitute care to
return Lo hus or e hame

Toke measures in a timely ranner to place the chitd in
whatguer stes are necesy

accordance with the permanency pl
to reunily a

ary 1o linslize the permanest Hacement of the child

an and compleis
minar 1% determined 16 be neonsisle

il continuation ol reasonable elorns
ne with the final permanency plan lor the chilcl
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When Reasanalhle Elforis Are NOT Required
Citatisn: Aan, Code § VUAL-312

In cases of obviows sexual abuge. abandonment, or serioug physical abuse ar neglect, the division has no cdury to imake
reasonable eflons to attempt to rehabilitare the oflending pareat(s).
Reasonable ellars s not required il the court linds by clear and convincing evidence that any ol the (ollowing
CrCUMstances exist:

= The paren(s) whereabouls are unknown,

The parent iy sullering from a mental lness of suech

& magaiude that it renders the parent incapabie ol using

reunilication services,

= The child was previously adjudicated as an abused child due 1o physical or sexual abuse, was remavad lrom the
custody ol the parent, subsecquently relurned 1o the parent, and is being rernoved cdue ta acdditional physical ar
sexual abuse.

< The parent:
» Caused the death of snolher rinor through abuse or neglact
v Commilled, aided, abelied, ntiempied, conspired, or salicited 1o commit murder ar rmanstaughter ol a clile,

or child abuse hamicide

The chilel suffered severe sbuse Ly the parent or by any persorknown by the parent
reasonably should bave known thal the

persan was abusing the child.
The: ehile was adjudicated an abused child

would not benelit the child 1o PuUsE

cond the paren knew or

as a resuit of severe abuse by the parent, and the couri finds that i
reunification services with 1he oflending paren,
The parent’s rights were lerminated wilh reqard to any olher child,

The child was removed lrom s or her home on at least two previnus accasions and reunilication services were
atthose timgs.

Yhe pacent abancloned the child [or

The pareni pe

olered or provided o the farmily

a period of & moaths or longer.

riltved the ehild 1o reside, pernanently ar termpor
lenown thal a clandesting laboratary oper

arily, where the parent knew or should have
Other miccumstanceas pre

ation was located.
cluche reunification eflons or services,

Vearmont

What Are Rleasonable Effores

Citation: Ann, Stal Tit 33, § 5102

The iarm “reasanable effors” means the ¢
services Lo pre
When Re

xercise of due diligence by the depariment 1o use appropriate and available
ventunnecassary removal of the ¢hild fram his or her home or to linalize a permangncy plac

asonable EHorts Are Required

Citation: Ann, Srat. Tic 33,86 5102; 5321
Reasonable eflorts g

L ba made 1o prevent unnecessary removal of the child fror
wh has been emoved

" the home. In cases ivolving a child
Reasonalsie

from the home, reasonable eflors must be made Lo linalive the peimanency plan (or the child,

eflorts 1o linalize a permanency plan may consist ol
When the permanency plan for the ehild ig reunification, efars 1o reunily the child and [
removal lrem the home

amily lollowing the chilels

* When the permanency plan for the child dogs not include reunification, eflors 1o

E\t‘ral|'|(_‘|e i;u"n"l ':II\&\“'/,L;‘ ehy «'_||\t-_‘|'r|.:,‘l,u
parnaent liviag arrangement far the child
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When Reasonalle [

forts Ave NOT Recuired
Cilation: Ann. Siat, Tit. 33, § 5107

When making the reasonable «
consiclering the circumstances

{lacts determinalion, the court m
e court makes writien findlin
¢l to make written lindings
home. Aggravated circurnsy
The parent hag subjected a ¢l

raay rake but is mol EQuire
the childd from the ances include:
- wlel 1o aban
The parent hos been corvicled of

T The parent has been convicled of alel

any arirne that res
the parent.

The parental dghis of the Parent with raspect 1o a sibling

Virgin lglancy

Whit Are Reasonable Efforys

This 1ssue is nol adldressed in the statules reviewed.
When Reasanabyle Efforrs Are Required

This issue is nol addressed in e stalules reviewed,

When Reasonable EMoris Are NOT Required

This issue is nol acldressed in the statules reviewed.

Viu'g\'n]a
What Arg Reasonable FEfHors
Citation: Anp, Code § 146 1-201

Reasonable effarrg mcludle

Programs, care, servicas, and othe
frarerits th

abwill lead 16 the returm of the child to his o he
asonable Eflorts Are Required

Ann. Code 851 612784 16.1-282 4
Reasonable ellons mus) be
the hame wauld be corntr

r3ace
When 1e

Citalion:

macle o pravent renov
ary to the welfare ol the child,
Wihe child has been 1emnave

To rrunite the child wilh the chilci's |

arnily, if re
To achicve the peananen|

ay finel thal no services were
gs that aggravated circurnst
25 o whe

donment, torture, chronic abuse,

murder gr manslaughter of a child.

sults in serious Lodily injury 1o the child ar anothe

rsupport that will be offered to the child

s within the shorlest praciicahle tim

al ol the childl from his or

o fiom the home, reasonalle ellorts must be m

T Appropnste of reasonable
ances are present, the court

ther reasonable elforis were made ta prevent remows

2l of

or sexual abuse.

rehited of

hove boen terminated,

and his or hee

e

her home. unless continued placemant in

acle:

trning home is the permanent goal for the chik)
goal identilied in the case plan,

il the goai is other than retwroing the chited home

This rateaal raay be
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When Reasonahle Glorts Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann. Cade §16.1-281

Reasonable eforts Lo reunite the child with a parent are not required il the court finds thar:
The paremal rights of the p

-

arent regarding a sibling of the child have previously been involuntarily teaminatec
The parent has been convicted of murcler or veluntary manstaughter, or 2 felony attempt. conspira
solicitation to comemit any such offense, and the viclim of the olfense was a child of the
the parent resided al the lime the offense oceurrad, or the other parent of lhe child,
The parent has Leen convicled of felony assault resulting in serious adily injury, lelon
in serious bodily injury, or feleay sexual assaull, and the victim of the offenss
with whom the parent resided at he time of such offense.

» Based on clear

cy, or
Parent, a chuld wilhy whom

y bodlily weunding resulting
was a chiled of the parent or a child

ancl convincing evidence, the parent has subjecied any child o aggravaled circumstances.
The parent has abandaned a child,

Aggravated circurstances include torture, chronic or severe
ol such conduct was a child of i

abuse, ar chionic or sevare sexual abuse,
& parent or chitd with whom the parent resiclec
Aggravated circumstancas also include laiture

demaonstrates & wanlan or depr
Liodily injury to the child,

il the victim
st the lime such conduct occurread.
tao protect the child from such conduct, if the

concuct or lailure to [protect
aved indilferance te human life. or has resulred ir

1the dealh of the child or in serious

Washinglon

What Are Reasonable Efforts
Citation: New. Cade §13.34130
Reasonable efions inchude specific services, such ag housing assistance, thal are provided 1o the child andl the childs

parent, guarchan, ar legal cusiodian, ancd preventive services thal are oHered or provided, to prevent the need lor out-al-

home placemant,

When Reasonable Efarrs Are Required
Citation: Rev. Cade §513.34.130
Reasonable elforts are required to prevent or alimin

ate the need lor remaval of the chilel from the child's home
make it possible lor the child o telum home.

ancl o

When Reasonable Efforts Are NOT Required
Citation: Rev. Code §13.34.132
Reasonable eMorts are ol requirec)

when there are aggravated circurnst
circumstances exisl by clear, cogent,

ances. In determining whether agoravated
and convincing evidence, the court shall consider one or maore

af the lollowing:
Conviction ol the par

ent of rape, criminal mustreatrment, or assault of the child

Conviction of the parent of murder, rmanslaughter, or homicide by abuse of the child's orher parent, sibling, or
arother child

Conviction of the parent of atte

mpting, soliciling, or conspiring to cormmil any of 1he
A Tinding by a cour th

al 8 parantis a sexually violent predaigr

Failure of the parent o cornpiele a treatment plan where such |
parertal rights ta another child and the parent h
Abandonment of

above ¢rimes

allure has resulled i a prior terminalion of
as failed 1o effect significant change in the interirm
an infant younger than age 3
Conviclion aof the

perent ol a sex oftense or incest when the child 1s horn of the aflense
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West Virginia

What Are Reasonable Effarts
Citation: Ann, Code § 49.6-5
Reasonable ellorts are mieasures taken by the department 1o provide remedial ancl reunificalion services.
When Reasonable Biforts Ave Required

Citation: Ann. Code § 49.6-5

Reasonable eflorts must be made: .
* To preserve the {amily and 1o prevent placement

+ Toeliminate the need for removing the child lrom the child's home

Ta make it possible for the child to return homa salely

When Reasanalble Efforts Are NOT Required

Cilation: Ann. Code § 49.56-5

Tha deparment s not required Lo make reasanable sfiorts to preserve the f

arnily il the court delermines:
The parenthas subjecied the child, another chite of the parent, or
lo aggravated circumstances that include, bui

any other child residing in the saimne houseliotd
are notlimited 10, abandonment, torture, chranic abuse,
abuse

angd sexual

The parent has commilted murder or voluntary manslaugier of the chitd's other parent, anather child of the
parent, or any cther child residing in the same househald,

The parent has alternpted or conspicec to commil murder or voluntary manslaughter or been an accessary belore
or alter the fact to etther such crime.

Yhe parent has committed a felonious assault thatresults in serious bodily injury to the child, the child's other
r child residing in the sarne houwsehold.

sarent, another chitd of the parent, or any othe
F F Y
The parental dghis of the parent to anather child have hee

-

n terminatecl involuntarily,

Wisconsin

What Are Reasonable Effarts
Citation: Ann. Stat. § 408.355%

Rewsonatle elforts shall include but not e limited 1o

+ Acomprehensive assessment of the lamily’s situation
* Financial assistance (o the facnily, if applicaible -
- Provision of services, mcluding in-home suppart and inte
speciahred services for farmily mambers with 3

When Reasonable Efforts Are Required
Citation: Ann_ Srat. § 48,355

nsive trealment services, COMMUNILY SURPOrt services, or
pecial needs

Reasonable eflorts must be made:

*

To prevent the removal of the child lrom the home
Ta relum the child salely 1o the child's home

To schieve the goal of the child's permanency plan

This material inay be frealy reproduced and distilbuted. Howaver, when deing so, please creclit Child wellare
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Whea Reasonahle Efforts Are NOT Required
Citation: Ann, Sral. § 18.355
Reasonable eMors a

s are not required if the court finds any of lhe lollowing;

The parent hag subjected the child to
anc sexusl abuse.
= Tt

agyravated circumstances, including abandonment, torture, chronic abuse,
e parent has committed, has aided or abelled the comnission of, or has sof
commit, wmtentiongl hormicide, reck!

icited, congpired, or allempied o
ess hamicide, or felony murder, and the vic

tiris @ child of e parent.
= The parent has commilied batlery, sexual assault, sexual assault of a chitd, or physical child albwuse that resalted in
areat or substantial bochly haem 1o the child or anather child of the parent,
© The pareatal nghts of the parent to another chiled have been involuntarily terminated.
= The parent has relinquished custody of the child when the child was 72 hours old or younger,
Wyoming

What Are Reasonable Effores

Citation: Arn. Srat. § 14-3.440
Reasonable effors recjuire services 1o the family that are accessible
When Reasanable Effarts Are R

. availahle, and approgpriate.
Tequired

Citaltior: Ann. Stat. § 14-3.440
Reasonable eltorts rmust be made:

= Prioc o placement of the child outside the hame o prevent or eliminale the need (or removing the chiiel frorm (he
childd's home
Ta make it possibie lor the child 1o return home safely
I continuation of reasonalle eftorts is determined to be ncansistent with

the permanency plon for the child, 1o
complete the sleps necessary lo fin

alize the permanent placement of the child
When fleasonable Effarts Are NOT Required

Citation: Ann. Stat, §14-2-309(c)
Evidence that reasonable e

lorts have bheen made 1o preserve and reun
he court dete

rinices by clear and convinging evidence that:
The parent's parental fights to another child have
The parent abancloned, chronically

ty ihe Tamily is noy requirecl in any case in which

been terminated nvoluniarily
abused, torured, or sexually abused (the chited,

Other aggravaling circumstances exist indicating that there is little filee

lihood that serviees Lo the |
M osuccessiul reunificarion,

arenly will rgsult
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