RESOURCE GUIDE
The Office of the Child’s Representative Core Competency 3(a) Training
Competency 3(a)(1):  Become familiar with jurisdictional practice by getting to know the child welfare professionals in the court and learning about the services available in the community.

SERVICES:
1. Volume 7 Regulations
2. House Bill 1451 Organizations (established by C.R.S. § 24-1.9-101)
· House Bill 1451 groups were established in the 2004 legislative session.  These groups include members of multiple agencies involved with children and families in a jurisdiction or within multiple jurisdictions making up the local area.  These agencies oversee specific funds used for creating and funding services for children and families.  These groups must include representatives of judicial districts, probation, the health department, the local school districts, and community mental health centers (and assessment/service agencies).
· The State of Colorado Collaborative Management Website Highlights some of the Specific Groups and Services Created through the 1451 Oversight Agency in certain areas:
· http://housebill1451.blogspot.com/
· In Larimer County, the 1451 Oversight Agency also serves as the Core Services Board and the PSSF (Promoting Safe and Stable Families) Board and meets at the same time.
· MOU for Larimer County 14-15 Attached

3. Core Services Programs (Established Through C.R.S. § 26-5.5-104)
·  Core Services or family preservation services established to provide resources and support for families who have children at “imminent risk of out-of-home placement and/or are in need of services to maintain a least restrictive setting.”  Core Services Program Evaluation Annual Report. 2010-2011 found at  http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite%3Fblobcol%3Durldata%26blobheadername1%3DContent-Disposition%26blobheadername2%3DContent-Type%26blobheadervalue1%3Dinline%253B%2Bfilename%253D%2522Core_Services_Annual_Report_SFY_2010-2011_10-5-11.pdf.pdf%2522%26blobheadervalue2%3Dapplication%252Fpdf%26blobkey%3Did%26blobtable%3DMungoBlobs%26blobwhere%3D1251747407213%26ssbinary%3Dtrue

4. Title IV-E Waiver Program
This program attempts to improve the outcomes of cases through implementation and funding of services for children and families in five categories:  family engagement, trauma informed child assessment, trauma focused behavioral health treatment, permanency roundtables and kinship supports.  Counties must opt in to the program and provide proposals to the State for allocation of funds for specific programming.  Many counties have taken advantage of these funds.  For example, Larimer County received funds for a 21 day voluntary host home program for youth at risk of out of home placement (DASH), increased visitation services through visitation coaches, and added kinship/family finding workers to identify relatives and engage families.  Other jurisdictions are using these funds for the funding of permanency round table meetings, kinship supports, and other family engagement programs.  

See additional attached information as provided by the OCR.


GETTING TO KNOW YOUR JURISDICTION:
5. Local Best Practices Teams (Best Practice Court Teams or BPCT)
Many jurisdictions have best practice teams established in various areas of law.  These teams adopt yearly goals designed to improve the practice in that jurisdiction.  Some of the goals that these teams are working on currently are as follows:
	1st JD—Improving permanency outcomes for older youth.
	2nd JD—Implementing Reinstatement of Parental Rights legislation, Benchmark Hearing revision, stakeholders’ updates, compassion fatigue training, trauma informed practice, and group parenting time initiatives.
· 8th JD – Participating in State Court Improvement Program goals of reducing length of time between termination and adoption, raising awareness about the impact of complex trauma on the brain and ensuring treatment is provided to reduce it, and reducing length of out of home placement without negatively impacting reentry.
· 9th JD – Determining feasibility of instituting a Problem Solving Court and integrate problem solving practices into existing dependency docket.
· 11th JD -Freemont County – Goals – to transition all D&Ns into a Family Drug Court Model.
· 14th JD – Best Practices Team exists and may be available to observe.
· 19th JD – Working to improve early engagement of families with a 3-tiered process.  
· Check in your jurisdiction for the BPCT contact to become informed and involved.

6. Ideas about Other Agencies to Reach Out to:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Local Senate Bill 94 coordinator – Larimer’s SB-94 has control of all marijuana money and is currently using it on delinquent youth, only, but will be expanding usage to those involved with truancy in coming year.  Senate Bill 94 is allocated funds on a yearly basis and provides many services for youth beyond supervision.
