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S pring is in the air as we turn the clocks back to daylight 
savings time and the brackets have been announced for 

March Madness. For OCR, March is the halfway point for the 
legislative session which involves a number of bills impact-
ing children and families. These include a bill to make rela-
tive guardianship assistance available to those who obtain 
an allocation of parental rights as well as guardianship of a 
child, a bill to provide statewide uniformity on decisions to 
shackle children in the juvenile justice system, and a bill to 
amend the venue statute to allow for a hearing as to the 
receiving county’s ability to provide services for a family. 
 March is also the time for the legislature to consider the 
Long Bill for fiscal year 2017.  OCR submitted a budget which 
essentially reflects continuation funding for next year, and 
that budget was recommended with no changes by the Joint 
Budget Committee during the figure setting process.  For this 
fiscal year, through eight months, we are underspent in our 
court-appointed counsel line, so we are in good shape to 
finish the year well within our existing budget.   
 Our application and attorney renewal process kicks into 
high gear at this time of year as well. The application cycle 
opened on March 1st and applications are open until March 
31st. All existing contract attorneys have received an email 
notification of the form they need to submit, whether they 
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are renewing a 
three-year contract 
or simply provid-
ing verifications 
because they are 
not up for renewal 
this year.  We have 
continued to refine 
our process with 
an eye towards 
streamlining it as 
much as possible 
for you. In April we 
will distribute our stakeholder survey and in May and June 
we will be visiting judicial districts and interviewing new 
applicants. Feel free to direct others who might want to 
apply for an OCR contract to tinyurl.com/OCR-Apps-2016. 
 I hope that as you continue to work hard on behalf of 
Colorado’s most vulnerable children, you also have the 
chance to get out and enjoy springtime in the Rockies. As 
always, please contact me or our staff with your ideas or 

suggestions on how we can best support your work.  
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O CR’s Attorney Applications for fiscal year 2017 (contracts beginning 
7/1/16) and 2016 Verifications Forms are open now through March 31st!  

Find a timeline of upcoming events, our applications webinar, our FAQ, and 
additional information at tinyurl.com/OCR-Apps-2016. 
 
Prospective Contractors: 
Interested in becoming an OCR contract attorney? Apply online by 5:00pm on 
Thursday, March 31st, 2016.  Find instructions at tinyurl.com/OCR-FY17. 
 
Current Contractors: 
All OCR contractors who are eligible for new OCR case appointments and/or 
who have any open cases should have received an email from OCR on March 1st 
with instructions and a link to either a 2016 Attorney Verifications Form or an 
FY17 Renewal Application.  If you did not receive an email with a link to one of 
the two forms detailed below or if you believe you received the wrong form link, 
please write to rebeccagarrison@coloradochildrep.org as soon as possible. 
  
To Do by March 31, 2016 at 5:00pm: 
 Renewal Application: For all OCR attorneys who are up for renewal in 2016 

(contract or addendum expires on June 30, 2016).  
 -OR- 
 Attorney Verifications Form: For all OCR attorneys who are not up for 

renewal in 2016 and are eligible for new OCR case appointments and/or 

who have any open cases.  
 

M elinda Taylor will be joining OCR as our new 
Training Coordinator.  Melinda brings a wealth of 

knowledge in communication, education, and program 
administration and we are thrilled to welcome her to 
the OCR team. 
 
Many of you may know Melinda from her eight years as 
District Court Administrator for the 17th Judicial 
District. Prior to her work as a district court 
administrator, Melinda worked for the State Court 
Administrator’s Office in judicial education and policy 
analysis in the family area.  More recently, she served as 

Executive Director of the Resource Center for Separating and Divorcing Families 
at the University of Denver, the first demonstration project based on the 
Institute for the Advancement of the American Legal System model.  She then 
transitioned into a position as a consultant for the Institute for the Advancement 
of the American Legal System on behalf of the Center for Out-of-Court Divorce.   
 
Melinda earned her B.A. in Political Science and Sociology from Regis University 
and graduated cum laude. She earned her M.S. in Legal Administration from the 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law.  

Applications Now Open 

 

T he OCR has requested 
continuation funding. The budget 

process is scheduled to begin March 
28th, 2016. 
 The Joint Budget Committee (JBC) 
approved all of the decision items 
requested by the OCR in its fiscal year 
2016-17 budget.  Although this is very 
positive, the OCR will not know its 
official budget until the Long Bill is 
drafted, approved by the General 
Assembly, and signed by the 
Governor. 
 Analysis of the second quarter 
financial report (July - December 
2015) shows the OCR operating 
within its 2015-16 budget.  Court-
appointed counsel (CAC) 
expenditures are below fiscal year 
2014-15 levels.  As part of the budget 
process, the OCR provided 
expenditure projections to JBC staff 
and agreed to reduce the current 

2015-16 budget by $650,000.  
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Meet an OCR Attorney 
Each quarter, the OCR features an attorney in our newsletter and on our website. Learn about the 
individuals who make OCR's mission a reality through their passion, skill, and dedication to Colorado's kids!  

Brad Bittan takes delinquency appointments in the 2nd 
JD and provides Education Litigation Support for OCR.  
 
 Why did you choose to practice child welfare 
law?  My parents.  Despite lives filled with many chal-
lenges, they made sure that their children would be 
provided with the opportunities to meet their poten-
tial. Feeling so blessed, I wanted to help provide those 
opportunities to other children who faced significant 
disadvantages in their lives.   
 
 What has been the most rewarding moment for 
you while working with children and families in 
the delinquency system?  There have been many, 

including those instances when children can benefit through special education services. A 
singular rewarding moment occurred when I was appointed as guardian ad litem in a direct 
filed case. Defense counsel and I successfully advocated for the case to be transferred to 
juvenile court. I cannot think of a scenario where it could be in a child’s best interests for 
her/his case to be in adult court and face unimaginably horrifying circumstances. There-
fore, this case was a very exciting opportunity to collaborate with defense counsel because 
the stakes were so high. 
 
 Describe a challenge you face doing this work and your strategy to overcome it.  
Effectively engaging the parent/guardian’s support in their child’s case. 
 Parents/guardians sometimes feel frustrated with GAL involvement because of a per-
ception that we are trying to take over their role. When you think about it, the parent/
guardian is perhaps the only involved individual in the delinquency case who does not have 
the benefit of a lawyer or other informed professionals to help them navigate this process. 
Ironically, the parent/guardian remains one of if not the best opportunity to engage the 
child and hopefully redirect his or her behaviors. 
 I have learned from the research that engaging parents in delinquency court beneficial-
ly impacts recidivism. A child often relies on what a parent thinks about a situation. Most of 
all, a parent values being treated fairly by the process even more than whether their child 
wins her/his case. So if the parent/guardian feels good about the process, the child is more 
likely to feel the same way. Another finding from the research is that parents/guardians 
talk about the juvenile justice system with each other in their neighborhoods. If courts 
make active efforts to engage them, it produces an improved civic mindset about the con-
cept of justice and eventually helps to reduce the level of crime in the community. 
 It was due to these kinds of circumstances that I decided to author a parent/guardian 
handbook in Denver Juvenile Court. My hope is that the handbook will enhance the overall 
quality of the parent/guardian’s relationship with the professionals. My other hope is that 
it will further empower them to help their child during the case. If the parent/guardian is 
effectively engaged, the process works better for everyone. Most importantly, for the child. 
 
 Share a litigation strategy or case example when you were successful despite op-
position from other parties to the case.  During a sentencing hearing, every involved 
professional in the case other than myself (and defense counsel) recommended that the 
child be committed to the Division of Youth Corrections. There was a strong factual basis 
for their recommendation. Previously, the child had multiple adjudications and probation 
revocation petitions filed against him. However, my sentencing recommendation was to 
maintain the child in the community. This recommendation was based upon my investiga-
tion that included detailed contact with the child’s law enforcement advocate (LEA) who 

had spent meaningful time with the child. 
The LEA mentioned to me that when this 
child was on track, he was respectful, fo-
cused on objectives, personable, and had 
the potential to do what the court expected 
of him. He further believed that the child 
was still young enough to salvage the mess 
that he made for himself. Most significantly, 
the LEA expressed that he was more than 
willing to remain involved in the child’s life. 
No other professional brought this infor-
mation to the attention of the court. When 
the court heard this update, it formed the 
factual basis for the court to give this child 
an opportunity to demonstrate compliance 
in the community.   
 This litigation strategy was based on 
the Chief Justice Directive’s mandate that a 
GAL conduct a timely, independent, com-
prehensive, and ongoing investigation. It 
demonstrated that such an investigation 
has real value and can truly make a differ-
ence for a child. 
 
 What advice do you have for an attor-
ney who is new to child welfare law? 
Practice the 3Cs: Be calm, caring, and com-
petent. 
 
 What drives you to continue in this 
line of work and do you have any advice 
for the seasoned attorney? There’s always 
another child to help. I sometimes correlate 
the GAL’s role to an emergency room tech-
nician and aftercare specialist. The first step 
is to help stabilize the crisis. Then it’s about 
helping the child heal. Eventually, it’s help-
ing to build foundations so that the child 
can eventually flourish. So my advice is to 
celebrate the small victories along the way. 
It’s a gradual process but the possible re-
wards to the child, and by extension the 
GAL, can be huge and last a lifetime.   
 
As referenced above, Brad was instrumental 
in drafting and producing the newly released 
Denver Juvenile Court Handbook, How to 
Help Your Child In A Delinquency Case: A 
Handbook For Parents And Guardians 
Participating In Denver Juvenile Court 
available at tinyurl.com/JD-Handbook. 

Nominate, share your own story, and view our archive on our Meet an OCR Attorney page online! 
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Spring Legal Review 

   1. U.S. Supreme Court 
 
Montgomery v. Louisiana, No. 14-280 (announced January 25, 
2016).  In this decision, the United States Supreme Court holds that 
its decision in Miller v. Alabama announced a new substantive law 
that under the U.S. Constitution must be retroactively applied.  In 
rejecting the State of Louisiana’s argument that the Miller decision 
announced only a procedural rule, the Supreme Court notably 
states, “Miller, then, did more than require a sentence to consider a 
juvenile offender’s youth before imposing life without parole; it 
established that the penological justifications for life without parole 
collapse in light of the distinctive attributes of youth.” (quotations 
omitted).  The Court holds that the necessity of a procedural re-
quirement to enforce a substantive guarantee does not transform a 
substantive rule into a procedural one. 
 

   2. Colorado Supreme Court 
 
T.W. v. M.C., 15 CO 72 (Dec. 21, 2015).  This case involved a bio-
logical mother who relinquished her parental rights to twins and 
provided false information about the identity of the biological fa-
ther, a prospective adoptive couple who obtained physical custody 
of the twins when the boys left the hospital following their birth, 
and the subsequent termination of father’s parental rights pursuant 
to § 19-5-105(3.1)(c).  At issue were the rights, including constitu-
tional rights, of father, the custodians, and the children and whether 
father’s parental rights were properly protected and terminated 
under § 19-5-105(3.1)(c).  The court conducted limited constitu-
tional analysis and confined its decision to the statutory scheme of 
Article 5 of Title 19.   
 
The Court held that father, who never had custody of his children, 
“unquestionably has due process rights stemming from his funda-
mental liberty interests in the care, custody, and control of his chil-
dren.” The Court declined to determine whether Troxel v. Granville, 
530 U.S. 57 (2000), applies to termination proceedings under Arti-
cle 5 of Title 19, but held the statutory scheme and trial court pro-
tected father’s fundamental liberty interest in his children by apply-
ing “Troxel’s heightened due process requirements” during the ter-
mination trial. 
 
The physical custodians, as intervenors under § 19-5-105(3.6), 
were parties to the case and therefore able to present evidence 

concerning the children’s best interest and placement of the chil-
dren at the termination hearing.  The physical custodians argued 
but the Court did not address whether they were entitled to a liber-
ty interest comparable to that of a biological parent.  The Court 
considered the best interests of the children, but did not address 
whether the twins enjoy a constitutionally protected interest in 
their family. 
 
People v. Marquardt, 2016 CO 4 (January 19, 2016).  In this deci-
sion, the Colorado Supreme Court holds that the rule announced in 
People v. Medina, 705 P.2d 961 (Colo. 1985) governing court orders 
to forcibly medicate a patient also applies to increase the dose of a 
medication over a patient’s objection.  Under this test, a facility 
must prove by clear and convincing evidence:  1) that the patient is 
incompetent to effectively participate in the treatment decision; 2) 
that the medication is necessary to prevent a significant and likely 
long-term deterioration in the patient’s mental condition or to pre-
vent the likelihood of the patient’s causing serious harm to himself 
or others in the institution; 3) that a less intrusive treatment alter-
native is not available; and 4) that the patient’s need for treatment 
by antipsychotic medication is sufficiently compelling to override 
any bona fide and legitimate interest of the patient in refusing 
treatment.  The Supreme Court holds that by relying on evidence 
that the patient was not improving on its current dose rather than 
finding deterioration under the current dose, the trial court incor-
rectly applied the second prong of the Medina standard.   
 

   3. Court of Appeals Decisions 
 
In the Interest of K.B., 2016 COA 21 (February 11, 2016).  This 
appeal involved a challenge to mother’s termination of parental 
rights pursuant to a finding that no appropriate treatment plan 
could be devised.  Notably, the juvenile court initially approved a 
treatment plan for mother but at a subsequent permanency hearing 
granted the department’s motion to enter findings that no appro-
priate treatment plan could be devised.  Noting the juvenile court’s 
flexible dispositional remedies post-adjudication, the Court of Ap-
peals holds that the court was within its authority to modify the 
dispositional order to no appropriate treatment plan.  The Court of 
Appeals also rejects mother’s argument that her due process rights 
were denied because the no appropriate treatment plan finding 
precluded her from offering evidence regarding her compliance 
with the initial treatment plan, reasoning that mother had ample 
opportunity to present evidence regarding her amenability to treat-
ment. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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In the Interest of Z.P.S., 2016 COA 20 (February 11, 2016) In this 
case, mother appeals a termination of her parental rights on a num-
ber of grounds. While the Court of Appeals finds sufficient record 
support for the vast majority of the juvenile court’s findings, includ-
ing mother’s lack of compliance with the treatment plan, mother’s 
unfitness and unlikeliness to become fit within a reasonable time, 
the lack of less drastic alternatives, and that termination served the 
best interests of the children, the Court of Appeals vacates the judg-
ment terminating mother’s parental rights due to the court’s lack of 
specific findings regarding the adequacy and unsuccessfulness of 
the treatment plan.   Specifically, the treatment plan did not address 
domestic violence issues.  Mother’s stipulation at the time of the 
dispositional hearing that her treatment plan was appropriate did 
not eliminate the department’s obligation to prove by clear and 
convincing evidence that the treatment plan was reasonably calcu-
lated to render her fit within a reasonable time and that mother 
was unfit because the services provided were appropriate to sup-
port mother’s treatment plan but unsuccessful in accomplishing its 
goal of rendering her a fit parent. The Court of Appeals does uphold 
the termination of the father’s parent-child legal relationship. 
 

   4. Cases Pending Before the  
Colorado Supreme Court 
 
In Interest of C.E.M. and M.F.M., 15SC514:  Whether the juvenile 
court erred in terminating a mother’s parental rights based on her 
continued relationship with the children’s father, whom the juve-
nile court found to pose a threat to the children’s welfare, where 
the mother’s treatment plan did not prohibit her from maintaining 
a relationship with the father and was intended to allow her to do 
so as long as she reported all contact with him to the caseworker.  
The Supreme Court held oral argument on this case on March 2, 2016. 
 
People v. Ybanez, 14 SC 190, addresses, among other issues,  1) 
Whether a child charged as an adult with first-degree murder, 
whose parent is a victim of the crime and a prosecution witness, is 
entitled to a guardian ad litem to assist with his defense and to ad-
vise him regarding the waiver of his constitutional trial rights; 2) 
Whether the court of appeals properly applied plain error review to 
the defendant's claim that a guardian ad litem should have been 
appointed, when there was no objection at trial or the initial Crim. 
P. 35(c) motion. The Supreme Court has granted several extensions in 
this case, and briefing is not yet complete. 
 

   5. Legislative Update  
 
Key federal legislation:  The President signed H.R. 515, the Inter-
national Megan's Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and Other Sexu-
al Crimes Through Advanced Notification of Travelling Sex Offend-
ers on February 8. The bill, among other things, requires all regis-
tered sex offenders, including those who were children at the time 
of their actions, to report intended international travel plans in a 
manner prescribed by the US Attorney General and the State De-
partment and to use “unique passport identifiers” indicating the 
person’s status as a registered sex offender.  You may access the bill 
at tinyurl.com/jru3xs2. 

Colorado Legislature:  The OCR is actively engaged in several bills 
pending this legislative session which affect your practice.  Some of 
those bills that have been filed include the following. 
 
HB16-1057 - Seven Day Court Time Intervals: The bill amends 
the time periods to object to the magistrate’s jurisdiction to hear a 
matter found in § 19-1-108, C.R.S.   Status:  Bill sent to the Governor 
on 3/10/16.  
 
HB16-1100 - Define Tuition Status Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth: The bill allows unaccompanied homeless youth who qualify 
for in-state tuition to use additional methods of establishing Colora-
do residency status.  Status:  Bill is scheduled for debate on the 
House floor. 
 
HB16-224 - Treat Trafficking of Children as Child Abuse: The 
bill amends the statutory definition of child abuse or neglect to 
include any case in which a child is subjected to human trafficking.  
Status: Bill amended in committee and will soon be scheduled for 
debate on the House floor.  
 
HB16-1316 - Change Venue Children in Out-of-home Place-
ment:  The bill sets forth the procedures and relevant considera-
tions for determining a change in venue of a D&N case. The bill re-
quires the movant provide notice to the proposed receiving county, 
the matter be set for a hearing and allows for the proposed receiv-
ing county to be heard at the hearing.  The bill expands the circum-
stances in which transfer of venue would not be allowed (e.g., the 
transfer will disrupt continuity or provisions of services).  Status: 
Introduced and awaiting committee hearing. 
 
SB16-013 - Clean-up Office of the Child Protection Ombudsman: 
The bill clarifies the duties assigned to the Child Protection Om-
budsman Board.  Status: The bill has passed the Senate and intro-
duced in the House. 
 
SB16-047 - No Detention for Juveniles Who Are Truant: Bill pro-
hibits a juvenile detention facility from receiving or providing care 
for a juvenile who violates a court order to attend school.   Status: 
Sponsor postponed the bill indefinitely on February 17, 2016. 
 
SB16-110 - Child Victim Privacy Criminal Justice Records: The 
bill provides a mechanism for an officer of the court or parent/
guardian of a child to request that criminal justice agencies delete 
the child’s name or any other identifying information of a child vic-
tim of an expanded list of specified crimes before the agency releas-
es the record.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns about pending legislation, 
please contact Dorothy Macias at 720.351.4346 or dorothymaci-
as@coloradochildrep.org.   

Spring Legal Review 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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 Blueprints 2016 Conference & MST Pre-Conference, 
April 11-13, 2016, The Westin, Westminster 
Registration is open for the MST Pre-conference for 
anyone interested in learning how to make a positive 
impact on juvenile justice reform by implementing 
Multisystemic Therapy. The pre-conference is held 
during Blueprints, the premiere event aimed at 
disseminating science-based information on social 
programs that work. 

 

 Everything that’s New About the Indian Child Welfare 
Act: What Lawyers and Judicial Officers Need to Know 
About Current Practice in ICWA & the 2015 Guidelines, 
April 29, 2016, 1:00pm-3:00pm, Ralph L. Carr Judicial 
Center, 4th Floor Supreme Court Courtroom 
Presenter Margaret Burt, a nationally recognized ICWA 
expert, will cover the basic statutory requirements as 
well as the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision of 
Adoptive Couple v. Baby Girl and the new 2015 BIA 
Federal Guidelines to discuss how they have changed 
the practice of ICWA in child welfare cases. 
 

 Indian Child Welfare Act: Application, Jurisdiction, and 
Best Practices, May 26, 2016, 9:00am-4:30pm, Grand 
Junction | Please join CDHS and the Denver Indian 
Family Resource Center at this ICWA training designed 
for caseworkers, legal counsel, judicial staff, and 
service providers working with American Indian/Alaska 
Native children and families involved in the Colorado 
child welfare system.  Questions?  Contact Brandy 
Harper at 303.813.5800. 

TRAINING 
ALERTS 
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 2016 National Child Welfare, Juvenile & Family Law 
Conference, August 12-14, 2016, Philadelphia  
The top leaders in child welfare, juvenile justice, and 
family law will gather together for the National Child 
Welfare, Juvenile, and Family Law Conference, NACC’s 
premier national training. Over the course of several 
days, leading experts will expand your understanding 
of child law and provide you with practical tools to 
help protect the rights of the children, youth, and 
families you serve. Meet, connect with, and learn from 
attorneys, judges, and other multidisciplinary 
advocates. 
 
Apply for an OCR Scholarship to attend the NACC 
Conference in Philadelphia at tinyurl.com/guwyfuh by 
March 27th, 2106!  OCR will select up to 20 attorneys 
from around the state to receive a scholarship covering 
conference registration fees and hotel rooms at double 
occupancy.  Recipients will be responsible for flight and 
meal costs.  If selected for a scholarship and you prefer 
a room with single occupancy, you will be responsible 

for half of the cost of hotel accommodations.  

 
 

 
OCR, ADC, and CJDC have arranged opportunities to sign up for DYC 
Facility Tours at five different locations across the state! For a list of 
locations and dates, visit tinyurl.com/DYC-Tours.  Email Melanie 
Jannicelli by April 8th, 2016 to sign up for a tour.  (If you signed up at 
the Delinquency Conference on March 3-4, you do not need to email 
Melanie to sign up again.) 
 

Tours will typically last one hour.  Please arrive 15 minutes before your 
scheduled tour.  To access the facility, you will need to show an ID to the 
control staff and sign in. Please secure personal belongings (purses, 
backpacks, etc.) in your vehicle.  

DYC Facility Tours 
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Q uestion: As GAL can I request counsel be appointed for a child if 

my position is different than the child’s wishes?  

 

There may be situations, especially when representing older youth, where 

the GAL’s determination of what is in the child’s best interest does not 

align with the child’s wishes.  The GAL is required to consult with the 

child in a developmentally appropriate manner, to consider the child’s 

position, and to state the child’s position (C.J.D. 04-06 (V)).  It’s feasible 

that the child’s position may include a request for counsel, that the parent 

or GAL could request counsel for the child, or that the court could appoint 

counsel on its own motion.   

 

The court’s authority to appoint counsel for a child is derived from 19-1-

105(2), which provides, in part, “If the court finds that it is in the best 

interest and welfare of the child, the court may appoint both counsel and 

a guardian ad litem.”  C.J.D. 04-06 identifies OCR as the payment and 

oversight entity for attorneys providing counsel for children in D&N 

proceedings and reiterates, “Pursuant to Title 19, an attorney may be 

appointed as counsel for child subject to a dependency and neglect 

proceeding in addition to the GAL if the court finds that the appointment 

is in the best interests and welfare of the child.”  (C.J.D. 04-06 (III)(B)).  

 

The appointment list for each judicial district includes attorneys 

approved by OCR to accept cases as counsel for child in a dependency and 

neglect case.  This appointment type is listed as an attorney “capacity” 

type in CARES.   

Litigation Support 

A s part of its mandate to en-

hance the provision of GAL 

services in Colorado, OCR maintains 

a Litigation Support list.  The Litiga-

tion Support is designed to help tap 

into the wealth of knowledge in our 

legal community.  The list includes 

attorneys who are pre-approved by 

OCR to handle appeals, provide im-

migration litigation support and ed-

ucation litigation support.  Please 

don’t hesitate to use this resource 

posted in the Appointment Lists  

section of the Attorney Center on 

OCR’s website (tinyurl.com/h8lqlrl). 

 

ICWA, UCCJEA, Mental Health Treat-

ment?  Are there other areas of ex-

pertise you would like included on 

the litigation support list?  Please 

contact Amanda Donnelly with sug-

gestions at amandadonnel-

ly@coloradochildrep.org.  
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Case number format - The correct case number format is two digits, case type, and at least three digits unless the 
case number has more. Examples: 12JV123, 05DR003, 96JD45512. 
 

Disputed items - Disputed items will appear on your case history and office billing history screens. Disputed items 
must be addressed within 30 days from the date of activity in order to get paid for the activity. The activity date ap-
pears on the office billing history screen. We strongly suggest that you check your disputed items weekly to avoid 
missing this deadline. Items addressed after the 30 days will not be paid.  
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 Alarming Decline in Educational Attainment for 
Colorado Foster Youth.  The Colorado Department of 
Education 2014-15 State Policy Report “Dropout 
Prevention and Student Engagement” was submitted to the 
Governor in February 2016.  
 
This report provides the third year of data identifying 
foster youth as a special population.  While dropout rates 
have remained stable (2.5%) for students who are not in 
foster care, the dropout rate for youth in foster care has 
climbed to 6.8%, up from 4.5% in 2013.  It is now 4.3% 
higher than the dropout rate for youth who are not in foster 
care.  Graduating in four years has also become increasingly 
rare for youth experiencing out of home care. The four-year 
graduation rate was 29.3% compared to 77.3% for other 
students.  The completion rate, which includes attaining a 
high school credential, declined from 41.3% in 2013 to 
35.9% in 2015.   
 
The report explores factors that contribute to educational 
attainment such as student engagement and school 
attendance, and notes that increased school mobility may 
be contributing to the upward trend in dropouts.  The 
increasing rate of “habitual truants,” which has increased 
40% in the past three years, is also of particular interest to 
attorneys who work with court-involved families.  

 

 Parents Behind Bars: What Happens to Their Children? 
by David Murphey and P. Mae Cooper (Oct. 2015).  
According to recent research, more than five million U.S. 
children have had at least one parent in prison.  This report 
from Child Trends uses the National Survey of Children’s 
Health to examine the prevalence of parental incarceration 
and how it impacts children.  Available at tinyurl.com/
hnjk5be. 

 Think of Us (www.thinkof-us.org) is a nonprofit 
organization that provides a multimedia platform to engage 
foster youth in planning.  The website includes videos, story 
boards, workshops and coaching to help youth tell their 
story, plan for their future, and strengthen their skills.  
Think of Us was designed by former foster youth Sixto 
Cancel who was honored as a Champion of Change for 
Foster Care in 2015.  

 

 How Will the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Support 
Students in Foster Care? American Bar Association Center 
on Children and the Law, Education Law Center, and 
Juvenile Law Center Factsheet available at 
tinyurl.com/hxhg7f5. 

 

 Missing Children, State Care, and Child Sex Trafficking: 
Engaging the Judiciary in Building a Collaborative 
Response.  This technical assistance brief is a joint 
publication of the National Council for Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges and is available at tinyurl.com/jaf7bc3. 

 

 2015 Prevention Resource Guide: Making Meaningful 
Connections.  The Children’s Bureau Resource Guide 
identifies protective factors for children and families and 
tools and strategies to help integrate them into programs 
and systems.  Available at tinyurl.com/okgyjq4. 

 

 Colorado Division of Criminal Justice Department of 
Public Safety Truancy and Use of Detention Study.  The 
Colorado Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
Council recently released a Truancy Detention Fact sheet as 
well as case studies for the Truancy Prevention Pilot and 
Truancy Problem Solving Court Pilots, available at 

tinyurl.com/zoxm9u6.  

Recent News 

& Resources 

Case Management & Billing 

Using the C.A.R.E.S. System 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/dropoutprevention/2015dropoutpreventionpolicyreport
http://www.cde.state.co.us/dropoutprevention/2015dropoutpreventionpolicyreport
http://tinyurl.com/hnjk5be
http://tinyurl.com/hnjk5be
http://www.thinkof-us.org/
http://tinyurl.com/hxhg7f5
http://tinyurl.com/jaf7bc3
http://tinyurl.com/okgyjq4
http://tinyurl.com/zoxm9u6


OCR Staff 

M I S S I O N S T A T EM E NT  
 

The mission of the Office of the Child’s Representative (OCR) is to provide competent and effective legal representation to 
Colorado’s children involved in the court system because they have been abused and neglected, impacted by high conflict 
parenting time disputes, or charged with delinquent acts and without a parent able to provide relevant information to the 
court or protect their best interests during the proceedings. 

OCR Board of Directors 
 

Speaker Mark Ferrandino, Lynne Hufnagel (Co-Chair),  
Senator Cheri Jahn, Peg Rudden, Gwen Schooley, Maria Valdez, 

Joseph Wallis, (Former) Senator Al White (Co-Chair), Marc 
Winokur, Victoria Black (Youth Member) 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
STAFF ATTORNEY & LEGISLATIVE LIAISON 

STAFF ATTORNEY 
ACCOUNTANT 

ATTORNEY REIMBURSEMENT & HR MGR 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS MANAGER 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 

Linda Weinerman 
Sheri Danz 
Mark Teska 
Dorothy Macias 
Amanda Donnelly 
Katie Irwin 
Melanie Jannicelli 
Rebecca Garrison 
Andrea Israel 
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In Memoriam 

Nick Talarico, a staff attorney at the El Paso County 
Office of the Guardian Ad Litem, passed away on 
February 25, 2016 at the age of 36.  In 2013, Nick, his 
wife Amy, and their young daughter Sadie moved to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado to be closer to Amy's family.  
Prior to relocating to Colorado, Nick worked at the 
Committee for Public Counsel Services in the Children 
and Family Law Division in Massachusetts where he 
spent seven and a half years representing parents and 
children in child welfare cases. He zealously advocated 
for all of his clients and truly believed that even parents accused of doing horrible things deserved 
empathy, compassion, and a voice. His commitment to justice was evident not only in his work, but in 
every way he lived his life. Nick was a devoted husband, father, son, uncle, cousin, brother, and nephew.  
Everyone he met was affected by his infectious smile, sense of humor, and welcoming demeanor.   
 

A fund has been established to assist and support Amy and Sadie during this tragic time.  Details can be 
found at https://www.youcaring.com/amy-kelso-and-sadie-the-family-of-nick-talarico-
533001#.VtmOT00ge1A.email or tinyurl.com/zggevth.  

http://www.coloradochildrep.org/about-ocr/our-staff/
http://www.coloradochildrep.org/about-ocr/board-of-directors/
https://www.youcaring.com/amy-kelso-and-sadie-the-family-of-nick-talarico-533001#.VtmOT00ge1A.email
https://www.youcaring.com/amy-kelso-and-sadie-the-family-of-nick-talarico-533001#.VtmOT00ge1A.email
http://tinyurl.com/zggevth
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