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NCDTF GOALS
• Partner with and educate our communities about substance abuse issues and work 

together to identify community-based solutions.
• Team with citizen, business, civic and local/regional leadership groups for the purpose 

of incorporating creative solutions that are efficient and have long lasting impact.
• Collaborate with treatment providers to assist drug addicts in overcoming their 

addiction and becoming contributing members of society. (demand reduction)
• Target, investigate, arrest and prosecute mid to upper level drug dealers and drug 

trafficking organizations. (supply reduction)
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SUPPLY REDUCTION
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ILLICIT DRUG USE BY AGE

Department of Health and Human Services
2013 Drug Use and Health Survey
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ILLICIT DRUG USE INITIATION
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DRUG THREAT 2007-1016
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AVAILABILITY OF DRUGS
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MEXICAN DRUG CARTEL INFLUENCE
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MARIJUANA USE

• Demographics for medical marijuana use mirrors demographics of recreational drug 
users:
• Average age- 39 years old
• Median age- 33 years old
• 70%- Male, 30%- Female

• 99% of medical marijuana patients chief complaint is chronic pain.

Source: John Suthers, Attorney General
September, 2013, Colorado Drug Investigators Association
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MARIJUANA
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MARIJUANA USE
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• 21 and over
• 6 plants
• 1 ounce of finished product
• Can distribute up to 1 ounce.

• 18 and over
• 6 plants
• 2 ounces finished product
• If caregiver, they can grow 6 plants 

per patient.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA AND AMENDMENT 64

Medical Marijuana (Amendment 20) Amendment 64
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WHAT IS HASH OIL?

• Wikipedia: 
• Hash Oil is a resinous matrix of cannabinoids obtained from 

the Cannabis plant by solvent extraction. 
• The solvent is removed after the extraction 
• Final product is pliable and waxy substance similar to 

caramel and honey 
• Hash Oil, or oils from Marijuana plants have high levels of 

concentrated THC 
• The Oil is in liquid form and can be infused into products 

for easy and alternate consumption 
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HASH OIL PRODUCTION
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WHY MAKE HASH OIL?

• THC levels
• Marijuana “buds” -Up to 30% (15% to 25% Average) 
• Hash Oil -Can exceed 85% 
• It takes approximately one ounce of marijuana to make six grams of Hash Oil 
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BUTANE HASH OIL FAILS
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OPIATES AND OPIOIDS

• Central nervous system depressant, used to treat pain.
• The drug works by binding to the opioid receptors in the brain to 

block, reduce pain.
• Opioids flood the brain with dopamine, a neurotransmitter 

that is associated with feelings of pleasure.
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TYPICAL OPIOID PROGRESSION

Pills HEROIN

FENTANYL

CARFENTANIL

COMBINATIONORALLY
SNORTED
SMOKED
INJECTED
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CONTROLLED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS (CPD’S)
“PILLS”
• In 2012, 259 million prescriptions were written for opioids, which is more than 

enough to give every American adult their own bottle of pills.
• The prescribing rates for prescription opioids among adolescents and young 

adults nearly doubled from 1994-2007.
• Most commonly abused drug after marijuana and alcohol by Americans 14 

years and older.

• American Society of Addiction Medicine 
2016
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CONTROLLED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS (CPD’S)

• Since 2002, the number of deaths attributed to CPD’s has outpaced those for cocaine 
and heroin combined.

• 52 people a day die from overdosing on prescription painkillers (Center for Disease 
Control).
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CONTROLLED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS (CPD’S)
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CONTROLLED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS (CPD’S)
DEATHS
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CONTROLLED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS (CPD’S)

• Recent data suggests a slight decrease in abuse of CPD’s.  The same 
data shows an increase in heroin use as CPD abusers have transitioned 
to heroin as a cheaper alternative.
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HEROIN

• Four in five new heroin users started out misusing prescription 
painkillers.

• 2014: 94% of people in treatment for opioid addiction chose to 
use heroin because prescription opioids were “far more 
expensive and harder to obtain.”

• Nearly half of young people who inject heroin surveyed in three 
recent studies reported abusing prescription opioids before 
starting to use heroin.
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HEROIN

• Large increases in poppy cultivation and heroin production in 
Mexico, the primary source for heroin for the US market, allows 
traffickers to provide a steady stream of high-purity, low-cost 
heroin throughout the US.

• Heroin overdose deaths more than tripled between 2010-2014.
• CPD abusers are 10 times the size of heroin users but overdose 

deaths are only twice that of heroin abusers.
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HEROIN
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HEROIN
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HEROIN
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HEROIN AVAILABILITY- NATIONALLY
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AVAILABILITY-
CPD’S VS HEROIN
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HEROIN SEIZURES- NATIONALLY
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HEROIN SEIZURES- SOUTHWEST BORDER
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HEROIN SEIZURES STATEWIDE
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HEROIN/OPIATE RELATED ARRESTS-
LARIMER COUNTY
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
LPD statistics unreliable due to nature code being lumped with cocaine possession or sale
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HEROIN DEATHS- NATIONALLY
1999-2014
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HEROIN SEIZURES AND DEATHS
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NALOXONE DOSE DISTRIBUTIONS*
LARIMER COUNTY
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OVERDOSE DEATHS 2015
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OVERDOSE DEATHS 2016
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OVERDOSE DEATHS 2017
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FENTANYL  AND OTHER SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS

• Fetanyl- A powerful synthetic opioid, similar to morphine but 50-100 times 
more potent.

• Manufactured in China and likely in Mexico.
• Dose is 125 micrograms- About the size of 2 grains of salt.
• Lethal dose- 2 milligrams- About 32 grains of salt.
• Provides a strong high, although it doesn’t last as long as heroin.
• 79% increase in deaths involving synthetic opioids in one year.

• 2013- 3,097 2014- 5,544
• Carfentanil- Most common illicit Fentanyl analogue

• 100 times more potent than Fentanyl. 4,000 times more potent than 
heroin.

• Used as a elephant tranquilizer.
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• Fentanyl is commonly found as a white 
powder

• Often sold as “White China” heroin, or 
mixed with traditional heroin.

• Fentanyl can be absorbed through the 
skin and can easily become airborne and 
inhaled.

• Serious concern for first responders being 
exposed.

FENTANYL  AND OTHER SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS
(CONT.)
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SYNTHETIC OPIOID DEATHS- NATIONALLY
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FENTANYL

• Can be mixed into heroin or pressed into counterfeit prescription 
pills.
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FENTANYL  AND OTHER SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS
(CONT.)
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METHAMPHETAMINE

• General information
• Chemically manufactured drug
• Methamphetamine (ice, crank, crystal)

• white powder, clear, chunky crystals, small tablets
• oral, injected, or snorted

• High psychological and physical dependency



Northern Colorado Drug Task Force 2018

METHAMPHETAMINE
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METHAMPHETAMINE

• Methamphetamine has the highest correlation of crime associated with it’s use and 
distribution of all the illicit drugs.
• Theft, fraud & forgery, robbery
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28 grams  = 1 ounce
16 ounces = 1 pound
1 kilogram = 2.2 pounds

¼ gram 1 hit $25
1 gram (sugar pkt) $100
1 ¾ grams “Teener” $150-200
3 ½ grams “8 Ball” $350-400
½ ounce $900-1,100
1 ounce $1,500-2,000

Cost is driven by supply and demand as well 
as by quality, local vs. trafficked in

METHAMPHETAMINE AMOUNTS AND COST

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prices vary depending on quality and quantity as well as the ease of availability.  ¼-1 gram a day habit would be an average daily user amount.  Ounces are mid-level dealers in Larimer County.
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DISTRIBUTION AND PACKAGING
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DISTRIBUTION AND PACKAGING
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• Smoking (7-10 seconds)

• Injection (7-10 seconds)

• Snorting or sniffing (3-10 minutes)

• Oral Ingestion (10-20 minutes)

METHAMPHETAMINE ADMINISTRATION ONSET OF EFFECTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Obviously, smoking and injection results in an immediate high to the user while the other methods of use are slower acting.
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Methamphetamine pipe

Marijuana pipe

HOW IS IT USED?

• Smoking

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meth is smoked by inhaling the vapors of the drugs as opposed to it actually burning such as marijuana.  Due to this, it is often smoked in a glass pipe which can withstand the extreme heat needed to smoke it.  
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METH- SMOKING
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METH- SHOOTING/SLAMMING/BANGING
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SHOOTING/SLAMMING/BANGING
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METHAMPHETAMINE LABS
U.S.
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METHAMPHETAMINE LAB SEIZURES
U.S.
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METHAMPHETAMINE LABS
MEXICO

Northern Colorado Drug Task 
Force
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SMURFING
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MANUFACTURING METHAMPHETAMINE

• Pseudoephedrine (Smurfing)
• Ammonium Nitrate (Cold Packs)
• Coleman Fuel
• Lithium batteries
• Sodium Hdroxide (Drain Cleaner
• Salt
• Sulfuric acid
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ONE POT- FORT COLLINS
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COCAINE

• General information
• Central Nervous System (CNS) stimulant 

• “Upper”
• 1.9 million Americans currently use cocaine
• 359,000 used crack in last 30 days 
• Cocaine is a white crystalline powder derived from the coca plant 
• Powder cocaine is snorted or injected

• Effects felt within minutes; lasts 40-50 minutes/line
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COCAINE
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COCAINE
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COCAINE

• In our community, the availability of cocaine has slightly increased as the cost of 
methamphetamine has increased.  

• Cocaine used more in the college demographic.  More socially accepted than 
methamphetamine.

• Crime correlation is not as high.
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COCAINE

• Use in our community is more recreational.
• Crack cocaine is not as prevalent as in other cities although it is present.
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MDMA “ECSTASY”
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SPICE

• K2 a.k.a. "Spice," 
"Genie," or "Zohai" 
are the best know 
brand names for 
synthetic cannabis, 
a herbal and 
chemical product 
which mimics the 
effects of 
marijuana.
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SYNTHETIC DRUGS- WHAT ARE THEY?

• Chemicals sprayed onto any plant substance that bind to the cannabinoid 
receptors in the body triggering physiological and psychological responses. 
(Beware though we are seeing this stuff in liquid and capsule form)

• They were originally created by a scientist, Dr.Huffman, to research the effects of 
cannabinoids on the brain.

• There are hundreds of different synthetic cannabinoids having different chemical 
compound structures and different potency. 
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COMMON NAMES

• Genie, K2, Skunk, Spice Diamond, Spice Gold, Spice 
Silver, Yucatan Fire, Zohai, K3 Spice, Pep Spice, Black 
Mamba, Dragon, Bombay Blue, Skunk, Blaze, Red X 
Dawn.

• Beware, the names change frequently and the product 
may not have any name on it. 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stopthedrugwar.org/files/spicedrug.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stopthedrugwar.org/chronicle/2010/jul/09/synthetic_cannabinoids_k2spice_b&h=240&w=320&sz=16&tbnid=kv17bV7UeyDNZM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=118&prev=/search?q=pictures+of+K2+spice&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=pictures+of+K2+spice&usg=__Bj2UUCRVxhjBEes8GUg6l2ztZiA=&sa=X&ei=01XRTey1FeHiiAL4h6iZBg&ved=0CB0Q9QEwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://buyk2spice.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/k2blonde-bag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://buyk2spice.com/shop-k2-spice-incense/k2-spice-blonde-incense/&h=401&w=400&sz=48&tbnid=hWJYpxYj-3kxnM:&tbnh=225&tbnw=224&prev=/search?q=pictures+of+K2+spice&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=pictures+of+K2+spice&usg=__Dst8vj-J8efIbP0_oOsVRj5frwE=&sa=X&ei=cVbRTZe5BOPkiAKs_f2YBg&ved=0CCwQ9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://buyk2spice.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/k2blonde-bag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://buyk2spice.com/shop-k2-spice-incense/k2-spice-blonde-incense/&h=401&w=400&sz=48&tbnid=hWJYpxYj-3kxnM:&tbnh=225&tbnw=224&prev=/search?q=pictures+of+K2+spice&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=pictures+of+K2+spice&usg=__Dst8vj-J8efIbP0_oOsVRj5frwE=&sa=X&ei=cVbRTZe5BOPkiAKs_f2YBg&ved=0CCwQ9QEwAg
http://buyk2spice.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/k2blonde-bag.jpg
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ARE THEY LIKE THC?

• Only in that they bind to the cannabinoid receptors in the body and may 
have chemical structures similar or somewhat similar to THC.  

• Do not be misled, this stuff is in no way like THC other than binding to the 
receptors. You should refrain from calling it synthetic marijuana that may 
send a message that it’s not so bad.

• These drugs bind much more tightly to the cannabinoid receptors than THC; 
these drugs, unlike THC, fully activate the cannabinoid receptors.

• Drug dependence is much more common among users of Spice evidenced 
by severe withdrawal symptoms similar to those experienced by users of 
heroin or meth. 
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SYNTHETIC DRUGS
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DRUG PARAPHERNALIA
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DRUG PARAPHERNALIA AND KIDS
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DRUG PARAPHERNALIA AND KIDS
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DRUG PARAPHERNALIA AND KIDS
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