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Adapted from the Center for Family Representation’s Cornerstone Advocacy model in NYC. Visit www.cfry.orz for more info



The Legal Basis
for Cornerstone Advocacy

* The passage of ASFA prompted a renewed focus on the agency’s
n " duty to make reasonable efforts to safely reunify families. Think

Reasonable efforts about how the Cornerstone applications can fairly be deemed
‘reasonable efforts’ in support of reunification.

* These address services and assistance. Also look to any issue-
State dependen cy specific sections of your state statute (i.e. the portion that deals

statutes with services, visits, or placement). Argue that your advocacy fulfills
the spirit if not the letter of that section.

* These detail the obligations that agencies owe parents and
children. For example, most states have regulations which include
specific agency obligations regarding visits, conferences and
services, and placement.

State Regulations

» Find these on state and county Web sites. While not law per se, they
typically represent social service providers' interpretation of best
practices and legal obligations and thus can be persuasive in
convincing an agency or a judge to move on a Cornerstone issue.
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